HERTFORDSHIRE CHESS ASSOCIATION

Secretary: J. Fraser-Mitchell

President: J. Denton

Summary of the Herts Chess season 2001 — 2002

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
HCA Youth Group

Sandringham 14 Oct 2001: 6 round swiss, 20 played
John Boothby (U14) 5

Best school: Aldenham

Best club: Letchworth juniors

Megafinal 28 April 2002: 6 round swiss, 291 played
Boys U7: Patrick Findlay 4

Boys U8: Vishaal Patel (& Kirk Eden (Bucks)) 52
Boys U9: Alexander Harrison 5%2

Boys U10: Michael Turner 6

Boys Ul1: (David Howell (Sussex) 6), Nishil Shah 5
Boys U12: Martin Cheung 6

Boys U13: David Cox 5

Boys U14: Matthew Dignam 5%z

Boys U15: Daniel Allen 4%2

Boys U18: Lorin D’Costa 6

Girls U7: Lydia Smith 3Y2

Girls U8: Gabriella Beckwith 6

Girls U9: Sophie Davies 4

Girls U10: Chloe Velounias 6

Girls Ul1: Emma Williams 4%2

Girls U12: Yvette Cook 5%2

Girls U18: Selina Kanji 4%2

St Vincent de Paul 12 May 2002: 5 round swiss, 44 played
U7: Saravanan Sathyanandha 4

U8: Christopher Howie 3, Molly Veitch 1

U9: Matthew Holmes & David Wilson 3, Fiona Whiting 2
U10: Aryan Ghorashi 4, Rebecca Allen 4

U11: Elliott Mears 3, Catherine Spooner Y2

U14: Senthuran Sathyanandha 5, Yvette Cook 5

Best team (NE): St Vincent de Paul 1 10%2

Fleetville 16 June 2002: 5 round swiss, 84 played
U7: Kaz Topham 4, Lydia Smith 3

U8: William Moss 4Y2, Lali Findlay 2

U9: Luc Adlington 5, Fiona Whiting 2

U10: Michael Turner 5, Olivia Charalambous O
U11: Charlie Waites 5, Eloise Matthews 3

U14: Andrew Lillie 5, Jemma Matthews O

Best team (SW): Gt Gaddesden 1 14Y2

Best team (NE): Moss Bros Tigers 13%2

U11 Grand Prix U18 Grand Prix
Michael Turner 62 Lorin D'Costa 72
William Moss 56.5 Matthew Dignam 63
Emma Williams 55.5 David Cox 59

Luc Adlington 54 Yvette Cook 58
Alex Beggs 54 Michael Holmes 52

Matthew Beggs 52 Caius Turner 50

Robbie Carr 51 Chay Mottley 43.5
Rory Scott 50 Ashley Waters 43
William Bates 48.5 Thomas Braggins 41
Thomas Gosling 46 Andrew Lillie 39
Edward Moss 46

Secondary Schools League

No report available, although another clean sweep for QE Boys seems likely.

Herts Schools Chess Association

Roundwood : 5 round swiss, 62 played

U9: Alexander Harrison & Thomas Kearns 42
Ul1: Edward Moss 4%2

U14: Michael Holmes & Peter Wilkinson 4

Mill Mead : 5 round swiss (U9 6 rounds), 55 played
U9: William Moss & Rory Scott 5%2

Ul1: William Bates 5

Ul14: Yvette Cook 5

Nash Mills : 5 round swiss, 70 played
U9: Joseph Gosling 4%2

U11: Robbie Carr & Michael Turner 42
Ul4: Yvette Cook 5

Sunnybank : 5 round swiss, 33 played

U9: Alex Beggs 5

Ul11: Robbie Carr, Elliott Mears & Michael Turner 4
U14: Chay Mottley 4%2

Under 11 final : 5 round swiss, 54 played
Ul1: Matthew Beggs 5

Under 9 / under 14 final : 6 round swiss, 58 played
U9: Alexander Harrison, Alex Beggs & Robert Marx 5
U14: Chay Mottley 5%2

Fleetville London Jnr qual : 6 round swiss, 61 played
U8: (Ozan Gemikonakli 6,) Joanna Wu 5%

U10: Robbie Carr 5%2

U12: (Claire Wu 6,) Michael Holmes 5

Coaching
5 “open” sessions from Sept ~ Feb attracted 36, 34, 30, 28 & 27 attendees,

concentrating on BCF silver & gold awards. From March ~ May there were
2 sessions dedicated to the U9 team, and 2 to the Ul1 team. The coaches
were Chris Ward GM, Lorin D’Costa, Chris Cook, Jeremy Ward, Ken
Dickson, Phil Fawcett & Paul Willams.

HSCA Officers

Chair — Jeremy Ward
Vice-Chair — Chris. Cook
Admin - Ian Beggs
Treasurer — vacant

U9 team — John Moss
Ul1 team — Ted Turner

U14 team — Janet Cameron

Girls team — Chris Cook

Coaching — Paul Williams
Tournament entries — Marion Carr
HCA liaison — Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell

Other Junior Events

Little Heath Xmas fun tournament: 6 round swiss, 48 played
U8: Rishi Chotai 4 .

U10: Michael Turner 5%2

U12: Matthew Beggs, Yvette Cook & Emma Williams 5

Potters Bar Megafinal qualifier: 7 round swiss, 46 played
U7: Luc Cook 4Y2-

U8: Roscoe Boyes & Oliver Pace 2

U9: James Clerico & Joseph Gosling 4%2

U10: Edward Davies & Oscar Grounds 5

U11: Avionam Baruch & Thomas Gosling 6




U12: Yvette Cook 7

U13: Robert Brain 5

U14: Martin Wasilewski 2%2
U18: Catherine Wasilewski 5

Dacorum Megafinal qualifier: 7 round swiss, 47 played
U7: Xavier Cohen 3%

U8: Christopher Howie 6

U9: Stephen Berry 5%

U10: Michael Turner 7

Ul1: Tom Bower 6

U12: Deepa Patel 5

U13: Bradley Coen 4

U14: Matthew Dignam 7

U18: Charles Davie 5%2

County U18 team

There was no BeNCH league this year. It is now defunct.

SCCU U18 jamboree: scored 11/24, finished =4/8 (1% Surrey, 2™ Essex, 3%
Sussex)

BCF U18 jamboree: scored 8/24, finished ?

Nobody qualified for a county tie.

County Ul4/ u90 team

Herts (A) drew 6~6, 6~6 v. Middlesex

Herts (A) lost1¥2~10Y%2, 2¥2~9Y%2 v. Essex
Herts (A) lost 2~10, 3Y2~8%2 v. Essex

Herts (H) lost 4~8, 3%2~8% v. Middx Girls
Herts (A) lost 1~11, 1¥2~10Y%2 v. Middx Girls
Herts (H) walkover v. Middlesex

Herts (A) lost 2%2~10Y2, 4~9 v. Berks (friendly)

County Ul1 team

EPSCA zonal — Midlands section, finished 2™

EPSCA finals — finished 9" (hoping for a top 6 place) but we played as well
as could be expected

County U9 team

Preparation included two practice matches against Berkshire and Barnet
Knights. EPSCA zonals — we played in the Midlands this year (venue: Open
University, Milton Keynes) which was easier travelling than to SCCU zonal,
and also easier to qualify — which we did, in 4® place. EPSCA finals in
Nottingham, started well with 9/12 but overconfidence and over-rapid play
led to a final total of 18/36 and 8" place. Glynne Jones U9 shield: Luc
Adlington.

County U18 girls team
The pool of players is currently too small to form a viable team. Glynne
Jones award: Sophie Davies

ADULT COUNTY MATCHES

Fixture Secretary
We have used Rothamsted & Gadebridge for our fixtures this year. The old
St Albans venue in Stanhope Road has now been demolished.

Championship Match Captain

SCCU Open division
Herts (H) lost 7%2~8Y2 v. Surrey

Herts (A) lost 7%2~8Y2 v. Sussex
Herts (A) won 7~8 v. Cambs (*)
Herts (H) drew 8~8 v. Essex
Herts (H) won 9~7 v. Oxford
Herts (A) lost 4%2~11%2 Kent
Herts (H) won 11Y2~4%2 Bucks

We finished 4" in the SCCU (1* Kent, 2" Sussex, 3" Essex) and qualified
for the BCF Minor Counties
(*) Cambs were penalised 1 pt for starting the match late

SCCU U180 jamboree: 1% Middlesex 7/10, =2" Herts, Kent 5%; five teams
played

BCF Minor Counties
Herts (“H”) won 11~5 v. Glos (qtr-f)
Herts (“H”) won 8¥2~7Y2 v. Wilts (semi-f)

These “home” matches were played at Long Hanborough, Oxon. The final is
against Norfolk, in Leicester.

Flear Trophy contenders are (in board order): Simon Knott 6, Lorin D’Costa
5Y, Caius Turner 6, Barry Morris 5%2. County ties have been won by Lorin
D’Costa, Simon Knott, Barry Morris, Tarasai Savanhu, Bill Somerset and
Caius Turner.

U150 Captain

SCCU U150 division

Herts (H) lost 5~10 v. Essex (*)

Herts (A) lost 4%2~11%2 v. Sussex

Herts (H) drew 6¥2~6%2 v. Surrey (*)
Herts (A) lost 42~11Y%2 v. Essex

Herts (H) lost 6~10 v. Sussex

Herts (A) lost 0~16 v. Surrey (walkover)

Herts finished 4% (last; 1% Essex, 2™ Sussex, 3" Surrey)
(*) match score includes 0~0 double-defaults

Tom Wright trophy and County tie won by David Edney (3%2)

SCCU U135 jamboree: 1% Middlesex “A” 4¥4/6, 2™ Herts 3/6,

The pool of players is insufficient for the team to be viable next year.
U125 Captain.

SCCU U125 division

Herts (A) won 10%2~5% v. Kent
Herts (A) won 9~7 v. Middlesex
Herts (H) won 9%2~6%2 v. Essex
Herts (A) won 8Y2~7%2 v. Sussex
Herts (H) won 12%~3%2 v. Surrey

Herts won the division (Middx were 2"%) and qualified for the BCF U125
competition.

BCF U125 division
Herts (A) lost 7%2~8Y2 v. Warwicks (qtr-f)

The best performance came from Paul Laskier (442/6). County ties were won
by Chris Byrne, Tony Sims, Hamza Syed & Keith Woodhouse.

Correspondence Chess

C&DCCC: 11%/19, 7 unfinished

BCCL Championship Division: Eight of Herts "A" 3Y2/6; "B" 2/2
Centenary Match vs BCCA: 21 players, started May 2002 and finishes next
year

CLUB CHESS

League Secretary

Division 1:  Royston 1 champions; Hertford 2 relegated

Division 2: ~ Welwyn & Hatfield 1 champions(*): Royston 2 relegated

Division 3:  Hemel Hempstead 2 champions; Watford 3 relegated

Division4:  Welwyn & Hatfield 2 champions; St Albans 5 relegated

Division 5:  Hertford 4 champions; Bishops Stortford & Letchworth 3
relegated

Division 6:  Little Heath champions; St Albans 7 promoted; Watford 5 &
Barnet Elizabethans 4 relegated

Division 7:  Hemel Hempstead 4 champions; Stevenage 4 also promoted.

(*) there’s a faint possibility of a play-off with St Albans 2, depending on the
result of an adjudicated game.

Club Competitions Organiser

Russell Trophy: competition unfinished (*)

Sharp Trophy: Hertford beat Allenburys

U125 Trophy: Stevenage beat St Albans 3Y2~1%2

U100 Trophy: Welwyn & Hatfield beat Watford 2~2 on board count
(*) Royston v. St Albans scheduled for 23 September 2002

Individual Tournament Organiser

Both events were 6-player all-play-all

Capel Cup: Paul Byway (*), Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell 4
Burn Cup: Mark Topham 4%2



(*) winner on tie-break.

Adjudication Secretary
BCF service remains satisfactory.

Old Puller Cup (Team Quickplay)
Won by Hemel Hempstead; grading prize Letchworth. A dismal turnout with
only 4 teams participating

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS

County Grader

JFM reports — last year Pete Tuck reckoned the job took him about 200
hours, and now I can believe it! This year we have made some changes
which have spread the load over more people. John Leake has done a lot of
work in collating all the league games (~1500) into a standard format.
Graham Howard supplied about half the k-o match results using the “Chess
Score” program; the remaining game results do not seem to be available.
Next year the “Chess Score” program will be upgraded and I hope its use
will become more widespread. Congress grading: this year both Hitchin and
St Albans used the “SwissPerfect” computer program to do the pairings,
which also made the grading easier afterwards. Letchworth & Barnet
congresses did not get their act together, I advised them how to grade the
games “by hand” but it would appear this has not been done by the end of
June deadline. Club secretaries have helped with the grading of their club
competitions by supplying results in a standard format (in particular, taking
the BCF grading codes from the “Chess Score” program’s data files).

Next year there will be further changes / improvements to the BCF central
grading system.

Chief Arbiter
No report.

Equipment Curator

An inventory of equipment was performed in April. We have 76 clocks (of
which, 11 damaged and unusable), 18 digital game timers (battery status
untested), 84 sets (all complete?), and 72 boards (many rather tatty).

Magazine

In the absence of a Magazine Editor, all the work of producing the Centenary
Magazine fell on the HCA Secretary. He does not intend to produce any
more magazines in future !

Website
There is a continuing problem of HCA officers not sending regular reports to
the website.

HITCHIN CONGRESS

Open: 1* (& Hakansson trophy) Andrew Webster (St Albans) 4¥3;
British Championship qualifier Paul Georghiou (Barnet) 4;
38 played

Challengers: 1* (& Berry cup) Philip Bonafont (Hemel Hempstead) 4; 27
played

Major: =3" (& Davis cup) Steven Smith (Watford) 3%2; 37 played

Minor: 4™ (& Lee-Johnson cup) Mark Horton (Hitchin) 4; 49
played

CENTENARY

International Match 13 — 17 September 2001

15 visitors came from Rheinland-Pfalz, Herts’ twinning region in Germany.
The main match was played as a 2-round affair over 13 boards, which Herts
won comfortably 19~7. However, two of the leading youngsters from R-P
took on Herts juniors in a simul, which the visitors won 9~1 and 7v2~1%,
thus giving the Germans overall victory 23Y2~21Y.

Simul by Chris Ward GM, and Centenary Dinner 10 November 2001

The simul was over 28 boards, wins for Herts being scored by K.Clark,
J.Denton & A.Brewis, with draws by L.D’Costa, M.Walker, R.Brennan,
P.Gregory, A.Burrows, T.Thurstan, J.Fraser-Mitchell, C.Majer, G.Davies,
M.Thomas, T.Douse, M.Topham, S.Morris & G.Willams.

The Dinner was attended by 36 players and guests, including on the top table
Alan Brewis (Dinner organiser), Chris Majer (BCF Chief Executive, &
SCCU President), Keith Gray (Chair, Herts County Council), Chris Ward
(GM, main speaker), John Denton (President), Robert Ellis (Leader, Herts
County Council), and Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell (Secretary).

SCCU /BCF MATTERS

|7

CCU

Simon Knott is joint SCCU champion.

Lorin D'Costa retains his U18 SCCU title.

There is a proposal for an U18 competition, along the lines of U14/u90.
(Hopefully without the disputes of this last year!)

Richmond Junior Chess Club have joined the SCCU as a non-county
member (primarily to play in the U14 / under 90 competition).

There is a proposal to abolish the use of a central venue for BCF
County finals.

SCCU President is now Roy Heppinstall (Essex, along with most of the
other SCCU Officers).

There is a vacancy for SCCU Treasurer.

Game fee will rise next year, to 32p / player for standard play, half this
if rapidplay. Internal club games at one-third of these rates.
FIDE-rated players will have to be Direct Members of the BCF if they
wish to retain their ratings (this is FIDE policy).

The BCF Centenary will be in 2004.
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