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HERTFORDSHIRE CHESS ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER

No.39 December 2000 Editor: J. Fraser-Mitchell

Editorial
This is a cut-down version, produced solely for attendees of the HCA Executive meeting on Friday 86 December. Further
information is continually being added to the Herts Website, at www.hertschess.co.uk
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President's Report December 2fiX)
So, after all the hype, we are finally under way with our Centenary season!

The highlight so far has undoubtedly been the SGboard match against a combined Southern Counties Chess Union team. The march
was held on 30 September in the magnificent surroundings of County HalI, Herdord, and a touch of prcstige was lent to the
occasion by the presence of the Lcader of Herdordshirc County Council, Councillor Robert Ellis, himself a chess enthusiast, who
kindly opened the event.

The match could hardly have been closer. The intention was to play 100 games over a double round event, but due to absences,
only 97 games were played in the main event, with the score tied at 48.5 poins each. [n order to reach (or even exceed) our target,
the top four boards contested a five-minute game each, and the SCCU team won this'mini-match'2.5 - 1.5, thus winning the overall
event by the narrowest of margins!

We will be returning to County Hall on 24th March next year to contest an International Match against leams from our French and
German twinning regions, respectively Burgundy and Rheinhessen. Priority will be given in team selection to players who are
willing to provide accommodation to our visitors, so if you fancy doing your bit for European harmony, please get in touch with
myself, Anthony Burrows or Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell.
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SCCU and BCF matters
Chris Majer writes: "You will no doubt be stunned and shocked by the news that I am now Acting BCF Director of Grading."
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HSCA

BeNCH League (U18 team)
Herts 7-5 Northants
Herts 8-4 Beds
Herts 3 -9 Cambs

We have had the first rounds of the BeNCH League on 12 Nov. 2000 at Ickleton , Cambs.

We expected to do better than what actually happened! Basically, I lost five players on the day-Maor Shine didn't get my final letter
and map and couldn't contact me, Matthew Stemp's grandmother died, Daniel Caps moved house and didn't contact me either and

worse Srcphen McGennity just didn't turn up! apparently they forgot after nlo letters, map and phonecall!) Another reserve, 10 year

Roundwood Ull: Yvette Cook5Vz U9: Michael Turner 6
Thorn Grove Ull: Yvette Cook 6 U9: Michael Tvrner 4Vz
Ashfield U1l: Yvette Cook 6 U9: Michael Turner 6
Nash Mills Ul l: Celia Carr 6 U9: Robbie Carr 6
Sunnybank Ul1: Michael Turner 6 U9: Rory Scou 6



old Vedantha Kumar also didn't get my map etc., so we were minus all three reserves. Luckily, Farhan Ahmed kindly responded
from Bishop's Stortford (by mobile) and played in the last game. Disasterous! but as you see the end result, bearing in mind the
defaults, was not too bad.

The next round of 3 matches is scheduled for 186 February 2001, at Hitchin Boys School (to be confirmed)
8&9refub

Counties Under 18 Championships
I understand these are being revamped for 2C[l0-2001 by the BCF but nothing yet-perhaps Chris Majer knows the current position.
Herts are to stage the SCCU Under 18s (at Sandringham School, St Albans, on Sunday 28n January)
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U1.4lgrade u90 team

U11 GRAND PRIX 2OAO-2OOI

Herts
Herts

8Yz- 4Vz

4Vz- 6Vz

Middx
Middx

Sussex

Bucks

Kent
Surrey

U18 GRAND PRIX 2OOO - 2OO1

Turner
Cook
Williams
Crocker
Bates

Scott
Williams
Bird
Trennery
Shah

Herts
Herts

Michael
Yvette
Emma
Allan
William
Rory
Rory
Christopher
Tom
Nishil

Allen
Dignam
Cox
Davie
Turner
D'Costa
Mycroft
White
Wasilewski
Preston

Daniel
Matthew
David
Charles
Caius
Lorin
Richard
John
Catherine
Adam

55

51
42
37
36
35
35
29
27

24.5

24.s
18
t7
17

16.5

t6
14.5

l1
9.5
9

Fixtures Secretary
The home matches of all the Herts county teams have now been fixed, and the captains informed. For the first time we are to use

Rothamsted Chess Club venue, throughout the good offices of Pete Tuck.

The last open county home match was the subject of some criticism from the opposing team captain on the grounds that the
directions to the venue were unclear and the opening of the premises late. John Denton has replied to these criticisms but as a
precaution I have sent supplementary directions to opposing captains.
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County l't Team
7-9
l0Yz- 5Vz

County UL50 team
Herts 6Vz-9Vz
Herts 7 - 9

County A12;S team
There have been no fixtures as yet. The first match is home against Kent on Jan. 13ft



Counties Rapidplay
Herts finished 46 out of 12

HERTS v.Norfolk v.Essex v.Warks v.Northants total
Costas Harris
Martin Walker
Ross Brennan

Phil Gregory
Kevin Clark
Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell
John Denton
Phil Borman
Chris Majer
Brian Judkins
MarkThomas
Richard Mycroft

0.5

0.5

0.5

0
I
1

I
I

0.5

0.5

I
1

0
0.5

0
0
I

0.5
0.5
I
I
0
0
0

0
I

0.5

0.5

0
0

0
I
0
I
0
0

0
I
I
1

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

0.5
3
2

1.5

3

2.5

2.5

4
2.5

2.5
2
2

E.5 4S 4 11 28
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Conespondence Chess
I enclose the BCCL results. The "A" team is still awaiting the results of two adjudications so its scorc might improve (but no
promotion). The BCCL competition starts in early December. The "B" tcam has already started and I am waiting for the "A" team's

pairing notices- I suppose that I should correct the previous minutes (reluctantly!!) - the HCA team lost o the BCCA team 9:13!
In the C&DCCC, although it's still early days, we already have a score of 2.56.

British Chess Results 1999f2000

9p/w0/:el/azo*

Herts League
The Hers League is covered in a separate sheet. However, you might be interested to know I am now connected -

my email address is - i2i@ntlworld.com
g4*9.a4.,

Club Knockout Competitions

Russell

Championship Division
Premier Division
First Division
Second Division

- no Herts teams (13 teams in the division)

- Eight of Hearts A (9pts, finished 46 / 1 1)

- I.etchworth (8 poins, finished 66 / 8)

- Eight of Hearts B (9pts, finished 4lh / 8)

Result Away teamMatch no. Home team
Hemel Hempstead
I-etchworth
Old Elizabethans (dd)
Watford

4Vz- I Vz

Royston
Herdord
St Albans
Hoddesdon

I
2
3
4

Winner (l)
St Albans

l.erchworth
Winner (4)

5
6
7 Winner (5) Winner (6)
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Capel
(County
76-ge

ut40
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cup
Championship)
October 2000, St Albans

Match no. Home team Result Away team
I Hertford 5-l Wadord

Allenburys
Hoddesdon
St Akbans
Royston

2-4

4-2

2
3

4
5

Barnet
Herdord
ktchworth
Stevenage

6
7

Barnet
Winner (4)

Winner (3)
Royston

8 Winner (6) Winner (7)

Match no. Home leam Result Away team
I
2
3
4

Barnet
Borehamwood
Hemel Hempstead
lrrchworth

3rh- lVz
2-3
3-2

Hoddesdon
Herdord
St Albans
Royston

5
6
7
8

Winner (1)
St Albans
Little Heath
Waford

Borehamwood
I-etchworth
Stevenage
Allenburys

9
r0

Winner (5)
Winner (7)

Winner (6)
Winner (8)

ll Winner (9) Winner (10)

Match no. Home team Result Away team
I
2

Allenburys
Hertford

4-0
2Vz- l Vz

Letchworth
Hemel Hempstead

3

4
5

6

Allenburys
Watford
Royston
St Albans 3-2

Hert'ord
Barnet
Stevenage
Little Heath

7

8

Winner (3)
Winner (5)

Winner (4)
Winner (6)

9 Winner (7) Winner (8)

SL MW PB JFM JD TT Total
Steve Law 188 t Vz I I I 4
Martin Walker 197 % I 1 1 0 3W
Paul Byway 186 w 0 I 0 I 2\5
Jeremy Fraser-Mirchell 170 o 0 0 I I 2
John Denton 164 0 0 I 0 ,5 lY2
Tim Thurstan 173 0 I 0 0 ,5 lY2



Burn Cup
(County Ul60 Championship)
76 - 8t october 2000, St Albans

IM MC PB TR TD SD Total
Ian Mutton 138 I 1 I Y2 I 411
Mike Connock 133 0 % ,5 I ,, 2v,
Peter Bunce I l8 0 V2 h Y2 I 215
Tom Rixon I 15 0 Vz Y2 Yz I 2k
Terry Dutton l25e ,, 0 Vz Vz Bye 2
Steve Dutton 66 0 Vz 0 0 Bve I

A generous prize fund was provided, supplied by the Centenary Fund, in an effort to revitalise the competitions. Unfornrnately
numbers hardly showed an increase on last year, so if the competitions are to continue in a week-end format, a drastic cut in prizes
looks likely for next year.

Hitchin Congress
Hirchin Boys School 2-3.12.2W

Premier (5 round swiss, 29 played), Challengers (U170, 5 round swiss, 25 played), Major (U145, 5 round swiss, 39 played), Minor
(U120, 5 round swiss,46 played). The Premier was a qualifier for the British Chess Championships

Sun: U18 and Ul4 (6 round swiss in one section; 3 and 8 players respectively),U12 (6 round swiss; 26 played), UlO (6 round
swiss, 16 played) and U8 (6 round swiss; 12 played). The Ul2, UlO and U8 were qualifiers for the London Junior Chess

Championships.

Pre'nier M.Steadmrn(+), D.Tan 4, L.D'Costa, J.Fraser-Mitchell*, A.Ram, L.Trent, M.Walker
3.5

(180-195) L.Trent(above)
(Ul8O) J.Fraser-Mitchell (above)

(+) = British Championship qualifier; * = Hakansson trophy for best Hers player
The Premier was very closely contested this year, with no clear favourite in the tournament; at the start, any of a dozen players were

in serious contention for the British Championship qualifying place. The extra prize money required to offer a paid place (most

qualifying tournaments require the winner to fund their own entry to the British) was more than covered by the increase in entries
(and a slight increase in entry fee).

Challengers I.Okosieme 4.5, J.Burrows 4, R.Starkie 3.5
(U155) S.Charles* 3

* = Berry Cup for best Herts player

Major
(u131)

Minor
(90 - 104)
(ul0o)

R.Mycroft* 4.5, K.Chojnacki, R.Killeen, P.Lim, S.Pride 4
M.Dignam, S.Smith, G.Trebble 3
* = Davis Cup for best Herts player

S.Deva, A.Duncan 4.5, J.Donald, P.Seet, S.Williams 4
T.Plenry 3.5
P.Brander, G.Chapman,C.Davie 3
R.Harrison 3 won the Lee-Johnson Cup for best Hers player

The J. Glynne Jones Memorial Trophy, for the best performance by a Herts / Cambs / Norfolk / Suffolk junior in an adult event,

was awarded to Richard Mycroft for his score of 3.5 in the Major. Two years ago Richard won the Minor event, this year his rise in

grade forced him up to the Major but it hasn't stopped him winning!

Club team prize Norwich Dons (J.Burrows, S.Moore, G.Tebble, C.TufFrn) 637o

School team Roundwood "A" (R.Carr, A.Crocker, R.Scott, E.Williams) 607o



Sunday U18
u14

Sunday U12

Sunday U10

Sunday U8

C.Turner 6
D.Allen, C.Heppell4.5

C.Anguelov 5.5, T.Harbour, A.O'Toole, J.Asquith 4.5

O.Friedlander 6, E.Kilich 4.5, C.Belfield, R.Carr, T.Hierons, E.Williams 4.5

E.Gilmour, R.Scott" R.Williams 4.5

Graderc Report
I made an error when created the grading liss for Hertfordshire. lnstead of using the third version of the grading list, it appears as

though I used the second version instead. I have e-mailed the new version too as many people as I can, if more copies are needed,

please e-mail me at@ and I will mail the updated version.

Nothing to report for grading this season, as ['ve not been able to get the software working yet.

The grading program incorporates the new grading list, from which players are selected. This obviously changes from year to year
as new players appear. Whilst most players details do not alter (apart from the grade), any new players from last season have to be
incorporated into the software. If this isn't done, and I 're-create' new players, this will lead to further problems later when
duplicate player will have to be merged.

The fust version ofthe grading software (for 1998-9 season) had the grading list incorporated. For the 1999-2000 season, a patch
program was included with the new grading list. I have a new list for the 2000-l season, but am unable to incorporate it with the
grading software. I have contacted Howard Grist and Richard Hadrell to try and solve this problem, and was passed onto Neville
Belinfante. He told me that he has incorporated the new list, and to contact Chris Majer, the new director of grading, to see about
whether BCF are going to distribute it. I have contacted him by phone, leaving a message, and via E-mail, but am still awaiting a

reply. I'm sure there must be other graders with this problem, if they are using the BCF software, but Howard, Richard or Neville
made no comment.

Please pass on any results for grading to John Leake so that I can collect them from him.
9e/zga.*

And finally

Clark,K - Jones,C [C06]
Counties Rapid, 2000

l.e4 e62.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 4.e5 NfdT 5.Bd3 c5 6.c3 Nc6 7.Ne2 cxd4 8.cxd4 Qb6 9.NR
f6 l0.exf6 Nxf6 11.0-0 Bd6 12.Nc3 0-0 13.a3 Bd7 14.b4 Rfl/ l5.Be3 RafE 16.Ne5 Re7
l7.f4Bxe5 l8.Na4 rather than face a constricting bind on his position, Black now plays
an interesting Q-sacrifice in search of counterplay l8...Bxd4 19.Nxb6 Bxe3+ 20.Khl
Bxb62l.g4 e5 22.f5 e423.Bbl d424.95 Nd5 25.8a2 Re5 26.Bxd5+ Rxd5 27.Qb3 Ne7
28.f6B,e629.fxe7 Re8 3O.Racl e3 3l.Rf5 d3 32.Rxd5 d2 33.Rc8 e2 34.Rxe8+ Kf/
35.QR+ Kg6 36.Qe4+ Kf7 37.Rf8+ KxeT 38.Re8+ Kxe8 39.Qxe6+ Kf8 40.Rf5# l-0
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