y
<

Season
/\/O: 33

19992000

HERTFORDSHIRE CHESS ASSOCIATION
CENTENARY SEASON 2000 - 2001

President: John Denton Secretary: Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell

President

John Denton

Hon. Life Vice Presidents

BA Fewell, HR Hurd, AP Primett, FB Roberts, J Sharp

Vice Presidents

A Brewis, PA Bunce, AG Burrows, RR Claret, J] Cook, EGD Crowden, W D’Costa, RV Dugdale, R Forst, JN Fraser-Mitchell
MS Harding, TK Hemingway, GT Howard, BD Judkins, RDJ Kearns, G Kenworthy, QA Latif, NHS Lavers, S Law

JA Leake, C Lean, E Leyns, PG Maguire, CE Majer, PA May, PW Newstead, D Parrott, JD Rhodes, JJA Riley, JC Robertson,
JT Simmons, OV Stobart, TM Thurstan, T Tomkins, CA Turner, MM Wali, DP Young

mm e e, the g
mm;m

Tk Rt s tum‘s
Ly Savabie: The

o Yt v o e

ez eted u thve

s ¥ avta wv:“\;!r*«#
ik Y
e vf‘ammzm gk
x‘.uﬁam wrasuaily weat

W plazers zr;«m&
pawsy rfaw i which
Wik E e Wﬂ‘
F . Lysin L
Batkesn sl Uain
an the i Tieh 16 BE waeE
v plae. o s W

What Happened Next ?

hite to move




OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

President: J Denton, 43 Wordsworth Close, Royston SG8 5TG. Tel: 01763-247758 (h) 01223-861555(w)
Secretary: Dr. J Fraser-Mitchell, 8 Highfield Hall, Highfield Lane, St Albans AL4 OLE. Tel: 01727-848883
Treasurer: D R Brennan, 58 Park Meadow, Hatfield AL9 SHB. Tel: 01707-275039

Minutes Secretary: P Gregory, 36 The Cornfields, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 1UA. Tel: 01442 242620
Championship Match Captain: K Clark, 42 Honey Way, Royston SG8 7ES. Tel: 01763-231296

County U150 Team Captain: L Roche, 29b Chiswell Court, Watford WD2 4PJ. Tel. 01923 442094
County U125 Team Captain: Q Latif 13 Daltry Rd, Stevenage. Tel: 01438-352405

County U18 Team Captain: W D'Costa, 1 Stakepiece Road, Royston SG8 9DN. Tel: 01763 221121
Correspondence Chess Conductor: G Williams 11 Greenside Drive, Hitchin. Tel: 01462-452849

County Fixtures Secretary: P Gregory, 15 Silverthorne Drive, Hemel Hempstead. Tel: 01442 242420
League Secretary: J A Leake, 57 Crabtree Lane, Harpenden, ALS SPX. Tel: 01582 624678

Adjudication Secretary: B D Judkins, 2 Constantine Place, Baldock SG7 6ST. Tel: 01462 641768

KO Competitions Controller: G T Howard, 22 Queenswood Drive, Hitchin SG4 OLG. Tel: 01462-452500
Individual Competitions Organiser: P Bunce, 5 The Ridgeway, Hitchin SGS5 2BT. Tel: 01462-451055
Magazine Editor: J Fraser-Mitchell (as above),

Congress Organiser: A G Burrows, 85 Pixmore Way, Letchworth SG6 3TP. Tel: 01462 683104 (h) 01462 670010 (w)
Chief Arbiter: T Thurstan, 33 Brampton Park Road, Hitchin. Tel: 01462-459873

County Grader: P Tuck, 3 Colleye Grove, Rothamsted, Harpenden. Tel: 01582 762872

Equipment Curator: R Kearns, 16 The Gardens, Watford. Tel: 01923 225114

Chairman of Youth Group: A G Burrows (as above)

Secondary Schools League: D. Thomson, 86 Kings Road, London Colney. Tel: 01727 824198

HSCA Liaison Officer: T Thurstan (as above)

Hon. Auditor: P Laskier, 25 Sandridge Road, St Albans. Tel. 01727 846752

EDITORIAL

Another year of Hertford domination in the league, as their first team retain their title despite being hard pressed by Royston, and
their second and fourth teams also win promotion. Hoddesdon continue to do well in the club knockouts. The Puller Cup was again
enjoyed by all, although there were two fewer teams than last year.

Again it was a good year for county teams, with the first team retaining their title as Minor Counties Champions. Kevin Clark must
be congratulated on his ability to raise a team with an average grade of 179.499... - we outgraded Norfolk by an average 13 points
per board in the final but made hard work of winning. The U150 team also qualified for the BCF stages, taking full advantage of
the SCCU tie-break rules (we were joint last, or second, depending how you want to look at it); the U125 team also qualified for
the BCF stages but this year went out to eventual finalists Hampshire. It was sad though to see the demise of the U100 team, with
insufficient players in the squad to make the team viable, especially for away matches

Our junior teams have generally done quite well. We were second in the BeNCH League, and finished 3 in the SCCU U18
jamboree, qualifying for the Minor Counties final (where we lost to the only other county to enter, Suffolk). The SCCU U14/U90
team was a new activity — we are in a tough group so good results will always be hard work. Congresses continue to be successful,
the N&E and S&W primary congresses did not quite match last year’s record entries (this year’s numbers were 50 and 110
respectively), but the Chiltern Megafinal at Astley Cooper School, Hemel Hempstead, saw a slight increase to 250+.

The HCA has launched a major new initiative in Junior Chess, the Herts Junior Chess Grand Prix. Over 370 juniors have taken
part. The U18 and U11 winners get their entry fee paid for the British Championships, and runners-up get book prizes. As you can

see from the results, competition has been extremely close.
Jevemy Fraser-Mitchell



GENERAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 15 APRIL 2000

INCOME 2000 1999 EXPENSES 2000 1999
Adjudications 4.00 2.00 AGM / Committee Hall Hire 100.00 100.00
Club Affiliation Fees 94.65 94.00 BCF Year Books 28.00 35.00
Interest 94.23 84.00 Herts Grading Lists 9.81 45.00
President and VP Subs 443.50 484.00 Insurance 171.85 265.00
Sales — Score Sheets 8.80 24.00 Newsletters 79.10 206.00
Sales — Ties 6.00 6.00 SCCU Fees 30.00 30.00
Unattached Member Subs 63.00 60.00 Minutes Secretary 60.31 83.00
Other 42.35 15.00 Treasurer 19.50 95.00
Tie Fund Appropriation 90.00 20.00
Other 76.00 110.00
Total 756.53 769.00 Total 664.57 989.00
INCOME & EXPENDITURE, SPECIFIC TO ACTIVITIES
Activity Income Expenses Game Fee Net 1999
1996 Congress +61.00
Hitchin Congress 2556.50 2562.96 118.32 -124.78 | +556.00
Hitchin Congress: Catering 419.27 123.00 +296.27
Correspondence Chess 46.79 -46.79 -37.00
County Matches: BCF / SCCU 144.00 -144.00 -138.00
County Matches: General 1283.82 1187.94 111.37 -15.49 | +149.00
County Matches: Hall Hire 325.55 -325.55 -279.00
Individual Tournaments: Capel & Burn 36.00 18.79 11.60 +5.61 +17.00
Junior: Congresses 896.13 410.31 +485.82 +123.00
Junior: Chiltern Megafinal 644.75 586.28 +58.47
Junior: Schools League 72.00 65.80 +6.20 +11.00
Junior: Other 66.30 -66.30
League 1443.23 179.50 852.60 +411.13 +569.00
Quickplay Tournament (‘Old’ Puller Cup) 156.00 141.25 +14.75
Team Knock-outs (Russell, Sharp, U125) 149.18 6.00 80.62 +62.56 +61.00
TOTAL 7656.88 5864.47 1174.51 +617.90 +1093.00
VARIOUS SPECIFIC FUNDS
Fund Value 16.4.99 Income Expenses Net change Value 15.4.00
Centenary Nil 80.00 33:55 +46.45 46.45
HSBC N.Herts League 231.51 57.00 -57.00 174.51
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 15 APRIL 2000
ASSOCIATION FUNDS 2000 1999 ASSETS & LIABILITIES 2000 1999
Funds as at 16t April 1999 1461.18 588.00 Bank and Cash Balances 3301.05 2373.00
General Income / Expenditure 91.96 -220.00 Sums owed to the Association 405.50 440.00
Net Surplus on Activities 617.90 1093.00
Bulletin (estimate) -150.00 -260.00
County Matches (Finals — estimate) -100.00 -50.00
County Matches -250.05 -211.00
Junior Congresses, etc (estimate) -50.00 -155.00
Ties Replacement Fund -450.00 -360.00
Other Sums Payable -314.50 -85.00
Centenary Fund -46.45
HSBC Secondary School Fund -174.51 -231.00
Total 1461.00 2171.04 Total 1461.00 2171.04

Note: No value is put on Equipment, Score Sheets or Ties as at 15 April 2000




Equipment consists of:

Silver Cups: Burn, Capel, Hakansson, Lee-Johnson, ‘new’ Puller, ‘old’ Puller, Sharp

Silver Plate Cups: Berry, Davis, EJ Leyns, 3 Schools League

Boards & Sets: GW Davis, JE Gately, Montague-Jones, Mrs Pattison, KL Woodland

5 Engraved Chess Clocks
70 County Match Boards, Sets and Clocks
75 Ties (after 8 awarded at AGM)

GENERAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE BUDGET FOR 2000-2001

INCOME 2000 2001 EXPENSES 2000 2001
actual est. actual est.
Adjudications 4.00 3.00 AGM / Committee Hall Hire 100.00 100.00
Club Affiliation Fees 94.65 94.00 BCF Year Books 28.00 30.00
Interest 94.23 94.00 Herts Grading Lists 9.81 20.00
President and VP Subs 443.50 420.00 Insurance 171.85 180.00
Sales — Score Sheets 8.80 Newsletters 79.10 200.00
Sales — Ties 6.00 SCCU Fees 30.00 30.00
Unattached Member Subs 63.00 60.00 Minutes Secretary 60.31 80.00
Other 4235 30.00 Treasurer 19.50 25.00
Tie Fund Appropriation 90.00 36.00
Other 76.00 40.00
Total 756.53 701.00 Total 664.57 741.00
INCOME & EXPENDITURE, SPECIFIC TO ACTIVITIES: BUDGET FOR 2000-2001
Activity Income Expenses. Game Fee 2001 est. 2000 act.
Correspondence Chess 45.00 -45.00 -46.79
County Matches: BCF / SCCU 110.00 -110.00 -144.00
County Matches: General 393.00 230.00 86.00 +77.00 -15.49
County Matches: Hall Hire 225.00 -225.00 -325.55
Junior: Schools League 72.00 72.00
Junior: Other 70.00 -70.00 -66.30
League 1450.00 60.00 860.00 +530.00 +411.13
Team Knock-outs (Russell, Sharp, U125) 140.00 10.00 80.00 +50.00 +62.56
TOTAL 2055.00 822.00 1026.00 +207.00 +617.90
Note: this does not include a budget for Hitchin Congress, Capel & Burn Congress, or HCA junior congresses and
Megafinal. Or the Team Quickplay.
SUBSCRIPTIONS & ENTRY FEES
1. Vice-President subscriptions (minimum) £7.50
2: Individual Member subscriptions £6.00
(Correspondence play only) (£5.00)
3. Club Affiliation Fee £6.00
4. League Team Fees Division 1 £36.00
Division 2 £34.00
Division 3 £32.00
Division 4 £30.00
Division 5 £28.00
Division 6 £26.00
Division 7 £24.00
5. Team Knockout Competition Entry Fees Russell £6.00
Sharp £5.00
U125 £4.00
U100 £4.00
6. Capel / Burn Individual Entry Fees £10.00
7. County Match Board Fees £3.00
8. Centenary Fund Donation (per League team) £5.00




HERTFORDSHIRE LEAGUE MATCHES

The table shows the final positions, with promoted teams in
bold font, and relegated teams in italics. Numbers in right-
hand columns are match points and game points
respectively. (Barnet 1 have withdrawn from the league, so

two teams get promoted from Division 2 to fill the gaps)

Div 1 Hertford 1 18 MP 39 GP
Royston 1 18 35
Hemel Hempstead 1 13 29.5
Barnet 1 11 28.5
St Albans 1 10 29
Hoddesdon 1 9 25
Watford 1 5 20
Div 2 Hertford 2 17 36
St Albans 2 16 31.5
Letchworth 1 14 36
Mid Herts 1 13 33.5
Hoddesdon 2 12 28.5
Stevenage 1 10 26.5
St Albans 3 2 16
Div3 | Watford 2 18 34
Hert ford 3 15 33
Barnet 2 12 30
Watford 3 11 28.5
Stevenage 2 10 29
Letchworth 2 10 25
Hemel Hempstead 2 8 26.5
Div4 | StAlbans 4 18 34
Royston 2 17 38
Mid Herts 2 16 38
Hoddesdon 3 11 28
Borehamwood 8 24
St Albans 5 7 25
Old Elizabethans 7 22
Div 5 Watford 4 15 32.5
Hertford 4 15 31
Stevenage 3 13 335
Bishops Stortford 13 325
St Albans 6 12 32
Letchworth 3 11 27
Hoddesdon 4 6 20.5
Div 6 Barnet 3 18 38
Barnet 4 16 355
Hemel Hempstead 3 14 325
Royston 3 11 29.5
Rothamsted 11 28.5
Watford 5 8 25.5
Stevenage 4 6 19.5
Div 7 Mid Herts 3 20 40
St Albans 7 17 39
Letchworth 4 15 31
Letchworth § 9 26
Watford 6 9 23
Hertford 5 8 26
Royston 4 6 20

CLUB KNOCKOUTS
Russell Trophy
Preliminary round
A Royston 3% —-2%  Hoddesdon
First round
B Royston * 3-3 Letchworth
C Stevenage (withdrew) W/0 Bamet
D St Albans 1%2-4'2  Watford
E Hemel Hempstead 3%—2%  Hertford
* - win on tie-break
Semi Finals
F Royston w/0 Barnet (withdrew)
G Watford 3.5-2.5 Hemel Hempstead
Final
Royston No result  Watford
Sharp Trophy
Preliminary round
A Rothamsted (w/drew) W/0 Hemel Hempstead
B Borehamwood 2% -3%  Watford
First Round
C Hemel Hempstead 1%2-4%2  Watford
D  Royston 3% -2%  Allenburys
E Hertford 1-5 Hoddesdon
F Letchworth 1/—4"%  Stevenage
Semi Finals
G  Watford 4%2-1%  Royston
H  Hoddesdon 5-1 Stevenage
Final
Watford 2-4 Hoddesdon
U125 Knockout
Preliminary round
A Royston 2%2-3%  Watford
B Barnet 4%h-" Borehamwood
C Rothamsted 0-5 St Albans
D Hoddesdon 4-1 Allenburys
First Round
E Watford 22—-2%  Bamet*
F St Albans 1%2-3%  Hoddesdon
G Letchworth 2-3 Hertford
H  Stevenage 3-2 Hemel Hempstead
* - win on tie-break
Semi Finals
I Barnet 12-3%  Hoddesdon
J Hertford 3%a-1%  Stevenage
Final
Hoddesdon 3% -1%  Hertford




Capel Cup

PB | JF GK [SL | CM | tot

P.Byway ~~~ 10 Y2 Ya 1 2
J.Freeman 1 ~~ 10 2 0 12
G.Kenworthy | %4 1 ~~ | Y2 0 2
S.Law Ya ) 23 ~ |1 2%
C.Majer 0 1 1 0 ~~ 2

Burn Cup

PB |SC |IH [CL |[IM | Tot
P.Bunce ~~~ 10 0 1 0 1
S.Collins 1 ~ | Y% 1 Vs 3
I.Hall 1 A ~ |1 Yo 3
C.Lean 0 0 0 ~— |0 0
L. Mutton 1 Ya Ya 1 ~ |3

Despite each competition only having 5 players (and in years past, an entry of 20 has been described as “disappointing”), the Capel
Cup was not finished until after the AGM. Only Steve Law had completed his games by then. In the Burn, the competition did
finish by the AGM, but in a three-way tie, and there was insufficient time to organise a play-off. Hopefully the new format for this
year (a week-end swiss on the 7" — 8" October) will revitalise the competitions.

C E Majer (172) - G Kenworthy (198) [B21]

Capel Cup (2), 05.04.2000 '

1.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Nxc3 e6 5.Bc4 a6 6.Nf3 bS
7.Bb3 Bb7 8.Qe2 Nc6 [Our previous meeting went as
follows: 8...Ne7 9.Bg5 {6 10.Be3 Nbc6 11.Rd1 Qc8 12.Nd4
Nxd4 13.Bxd4 Nc6 14.Be3 Na$5 15.0-0 Nxb3 16.axb3 Be7
17.Qh5+ g6 18.Qh6 Kf7 19.Khl Bc6 20.f4 Qg8 21.Rfel
Rb8 and here deciding that I was busted, I tried to
complicate with ... 22.Nd5? probably the slow death should
have been preferred 22...exd5 23.exd5 Ba8 24.d6 BdS8
25.Bc5 Be6 26.Re3 Qg7 27.Qh4 Re8 28.Rdel Re6 29.Qh3
f5 30.Bb4 Bf6 31.Bc3 Rbe8 32.Bxf6 Rxe3! 33.Rxe3 Rxe3
34.Qxe3 Qxf6 35.Qd2 Qe6 36.b4 QdS5 0-1] 9.0-0 [Against
Ne7 1 had decided to play .. 9.h4!? so my limited
preparation was already exhausted.] 9..Na5 10.Bc2 I
decided to try preserving the bishop this time, its not clear
whether or not this is correct. 10...Ne7 11.h4!? Rc8 12.h5
Nec6 13.e5 Nb4 14.Bed d5 [maybe 14...Bxed is better]
15.exd6 Bxd6 16.Rd1 Qe7 17.Bg5 f6 18.Be3 BbS8?
avoiding tactics on d6, but probably too slow. [better is ...
18...0-0 ] 19.a3 Nbc6 20.b4 Nc4 21.Bc5 Qf7 22.Bd5 N4e5
23.Nxe5 BxeS5 24.Bb3 [24.Ba2 may be better to avoid Na5]
24...Nd8 [Fritz suggests that 24...NaS! is better 25.Ba2 Nc4
26.Bxc4 bxcd 27.Qxc4 Bxc3 28.Qxc3 QxhS 29.Qcd4 Rcé
30.Qd3 Qd5 31.Qg3 Qg5 32.Qb8+ Bc8 33.Qa8 RxcS

What Happened Next ?

2l BE

7. Black to move 8. Black to move

Position after 18...Bb8?

(33...Rc7? 34.Bb6) 34.bxc5 and white should win] 25.Racl
g5 what else is there ? 26.Rd3 g4 27.Ned4 Qxh5 By now I
was short of time 28.Ng3!? This seems to stop everything,
after which tripling on the d file should win, however ...
[even better is ... 28.Nxf6+! as spotted by Fritz 28...Bxf6
29.Rxd8+ Kxd8 30.Bb6+ Ke8 31.Qxe6+ Be7 32.Rxc8+
Bxc8 33.Qxc8+ Bd8 34.Qxd8#] 28...Qg6 29.Rcdl Rg8
30.Qd2 Bd5 Gary carries on hoping that I'd lose on time.
[30...Bc7 31.Rd7 Rg7 32.Rxg7 Qxg7 33.Nh5 Qf7 34 Nxf6+
Qxf6 35.Qd7#] 31.BxdS [also winning is ... 31.Rxd5 exd5
32.Qxd5 Rg7 33.Ned] 31...exd5 32.Rxd5 Ne6 [32..Nf7
33.Rd7; 32..Nc6 33.Rd7 Rg7 34.Qd5] 33.Rxe5! 1-0




