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what happened in the r9v5/b season/

Eric Cror{den has 'retired' from running
the Correspondence team afcer 20 seasons,
I hope he received his gold watch.
Graham williams has taken over, r guess
for a slightly short stint, and I'm sure
he would welcome more volunteers to play
in the teams.

Paul Bl.way has won the Capel Cup for the
11th time, increasing his record, the Burn
was won by PeLer Bunce Che organiser(!)-
The Capel and Burn had very disappointing
1ow entries again, 8 in Ehe Cape1 and only
4 in t.he Burn, this is hardly enough to
keep going. The Capel is open to all Herts
players and the winner plays top board for
the county 1st team. The Burn is restricted
to players graded u160.

The Chiltern team won their
second year running.

leagr.re for Ehe

A game in last years St.Albans Challengers
reached an endgame of 2R+8P v 2R+8P, after
another 20 or so moves the material was a
not quite so IeveI, 2R+8P v 2R at which
point the game ended !

and Che cominq season?

Herts have added two new county teams for
the coming seasons competitions. There is
now a Junior team in the Chiltern League
and an U125 team in the SCCU competition.
So we now have

1st (now 16 boards )

chiltern (20 boards )

boards )

boards )

boards )

eam 120 boards )
That makes 96 boards to be filled, if you
are interested contacE one of the capcains
(see address list below) .

u150
ut25
u100
,runlo

( 16
(L2
(t2
rt

In this issue.

Thanks to Gllmne for kindty sending an
article explaining how he runs a congress
and also some notes on tournament rules.
f am sure this will raise some questions,
I cerEainly have some, all questions to
Gllmne NOT me .

All unatt.ributed articles are down to me,
so if there are too many mistakes you can
sac me at the next AGM -

No errors found in last years magazine!,
but one in the previous yearsi .-. the
game on p.21 of the 1994 magazine should
have been P.Maullin (w) v K.EIIis (b) .

1st Team Match Captain

Chiltern Team Captain

Ul"5 0 Team Match Captain

U125 Team Match CapEain

UL00 Team MaEch Captain

Chiltern (U18 ) Captain

Capel and Burn Cup

Correspondence Chess

90 Park Ave, Ruislip, Middlesex. I1A4 7UP.

16 The Gardens, WaEford. WD1 3DS,

56 Rowans, We1wyn Garden City.
13 Daltry Rd, Stevenage.

5 Cedar Close, Ware. SG12 9PG.

1 Shakepiece Rd, Royston. SG8 9DN-

5 The Ridgeway, Hitchin. SG5 2BT.

11 Greenside Drj-ve, Hitchin.

The 1994 magazine carried an article on
the late Mrs Pattison's and her father
HH.Cole, with a fol1ow up in 1995. In
October 95 I received a letter from
Stephen .lackson, who was in the process of
writing a biography on Sir George Thomas -
He had seen the first article and was
interested in two games CoIe had played
against Slr ceorge Thomas in 1933 and
1935. He also filled some details on
Cole's career particularly after his
return to competitive chess in L928/9 at
Hastings- He also pointed out that Cole

had played a maEch, in London, against
Richard Teichmann in May 1887, the score
being 5-0 in Teichmann's favour. Along
wi.th his letrer was
1934, where there wa
Pattison's family ha
road accident - It st
Hilda Cole she took

ge from the BCl"t of
report that Mrs
en involved in a
that as Miss
in the British

apa
sa
dbe
aEed
part

Girl's Championship, a quick look though
the BC'lvI s of 7929 and 1931 revealed that
she had come 2nd and 3rd in the events, it
is impossible to te11 the standards of the
players involved.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

1,995/6 turned out to be another pretty good year for our county
teams. The 2nd team retained the Chilterns championship and' at
a national .1evel, Herts won through to the semi. final of the
minor counties championship where they lost to Sussex, the
eventuaf winners. Our U150 team made the national stages as well
where they lost narrowly to Lancashire in the quarter finafs.
Interest in county chess remains high with six Herts teams
playing in various competitions in 1996/7' that is apart from
those in specific junior events.

Junior activities continue to burgeon, both at secondary and
primary school leve.ls which augur weL.I for the future of chess
in the county. One of the objectives identified by the
Department of National Ileritage, who have taken over
responsibility for chess at government 1eve1, is that formal
1i-nks shou-ld be promoted between schools and cfubs. This seems
such an eminently sensible ( though challenging ) suggestion that
one wonders why it has not been pursued actively throughout the
British Chess Federation in the past. Indeed there has been
relatively littfe action in Herts to date so one hopes that clubs
wiII give serious thought to developing local initiatives to
develop chess in schools and to provide a rnechanism for 1ocal
finks. Some financia] assistance may be considered from Herts
funds or fron the BCF themselves. Any cfub wantlng help should
write to Chris Majer outlining their proposa.ls to promote formal
I inks with local schools.

Our County Secretary has said to me he hopes we won't have to re-
paint the Forth bridge again thls year by having a rest from
competition rule changes. I heartily endorse his view. It would
be nice if any disputes were settled amicably rather than
directing them to the Rules Committee (or worse towards the
European Court!). Then again, knowing chess pfayers, where would
we be without a dispute. We can but hope that warfare is
concentrated on the chess board itself.

Good luck to afl players for L996/7 and thanks in advance to af l-
our organisers without whose efforts we would not have a healthy
and very active Association as a focus for alf the chess
comp-etition in the county.

slslqb

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION 1995196

President
Treasurer
Coutrty 2Dd (Chiltertr) Te3m Captain
Couoty 4th (U125) Team Captain
Coutrty u18 Team Captain
League Secretary
Chief Arbiter & EquipmeDl Curator
TourDame Secrrtary (Capel & Bum)
U125 Knock Out ConroUer
Secretary for Junior Chess
PriDary Schools Liaison Officer
Auditor

B A Fewell
C Leao
R Keros
Q Latif
W D'Costa
J A Leake
J C Jotres
P Buace
G T Howard
P Glass
J Pierce
T Tookins

Secrctary
ChaEpioDship Match captaitr
Coutrty 3rd (Ul50) Team Captain
Coutrty 4th (U100) Team Caplaitr
County Fixtures Secr€tary
Adj udicatiou Secretary
Congresr Orgaoiser
Club Competitioos (Russell & Sharp)
Correspoodenc€ Chess Cotrductor
Chairman of Youth Croup
Coutrty Grader
Magazine Editor

: C E Majer
: J Fra*s
:MMwali
: A Brewis
: J R Denton
: B D Judkins
:NDCanp
: T M Thurslatr
: G Williams
: A G Bunows
: D W Parott
:Skw
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TREASURER'S REPORT

INCOME AND DPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 15 APRIL 1996

1995 ENERAL INCOME r995 ENERAL EXPENSES

68
92
26

386

66
1l
60
'to

7r3

1995

-94
-42

-266
+t2

-264
+11

+777
-t

+100

INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR ACTIVITIES WERE

Incom Ex
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 15 APRIL 1996

1996 1995 ASSEfi and LIABILITIES 1996

unlor
Midland Bank Junior

I995 ASSOCIATION FUNDS
saSat Apri 6 ssets

Liabilities
BlIiEElEst)
County Match Hall Hire
Equipment (Est)
Balarce of Crants
Ties Replacement Fund
Other Sums Payable
Total Liabilities

783
(928)
GT'

618.30
(990.92)
osr.o\

I 198 ffiFand Cash Balances
43 Add sums owiog to the Assoc

T74T Total Assets

203r.09
I 34.40

,trs 4sAdd General Income
l,ess General Expcnditure
Nct General Expenditure

Add from Activities in surplus
Less from Activities in Deficit
Net surplus from activities

8l Surplus for the ycar

22S.OO
120.00
75.70

6l 1.68
i 60.00
2 r 9.53

r-,iTr9'r

180

945
a)2

/ /l)

975.12
(40E.60)
--566.52

2l 3.90

NOTE

EQUIP )
-MENT)

540 Funds as at l5th A ril 1996 7 51.5 8 540 Nct Assets 7 s 3.58

No value is put on Equipment, Score Sheets or Ties as at 15 April 1996

Silver Cups: Burn, Capel. Daish. Hakansson, t.ee-Johnson, new' Pullcr, bld Puller, Sharp
Silver Plate Crjps: Bcrry, Davis, E J Lryns, 3 Schools Lcaguc, LtaSue Divisions 3, 4, and 5.
Montague-Jones Board, 5 engravcd Chess Clocks, Mrs Pattison Board and Set
70 Couoty Match Boards and Scts. 70 County Match Clocks- K L Woodland Board and Set
I I E Tics (Afte, I I awalds at the AGM)

5{J
005

t 60.051
0.0d

oo
00 98.3't 40t.6

Page 3

(C LEAN)
Hon Trcasurer, I June 1996
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140

25
79
99
24
l0grt

)

200
r60
99
62

-g



AI.,IDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF HERTFORDSHIRE CHESS ASSOCIATION

I havc audited the financial statements orr thc prcvious pagc in accordaoce with approvcd Auditing Standards-

IE common with many other organisatioDs of a similar size and naturc, thc Association s systcm of @ntrol dep€Dds on
the close involvcmcnt of the Trcasurcr and othcr officcrs. Whcrc iodepcndcnt con-firmation of thc completcness of thc
accouoting recolds was not thereforc available I have acceptcd assur:rnces from the Treasurar that all thc Associal.ion's
tran.actions have been reflectcd in the records- Thc opcration of a systcm of budgctary control has supported my
reliaoce on this assuraDce. The financial statements havc been made in accordance with thc accluntiog policies stated.

Subject to the foregoing, in my opinion the financiat statcments give a truc and fair view of the Associatioo's affairs
at 15 April 1996 and of the surplus for the ycar then cnded.

(T TOMKINS, FCCA)
HoD- Auditor, I June 1996

Notes to the Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 15 April 1996

This is the second ycar siBce the changc to collect most of our lncome from cveots instcad of from
registered mcmbers, and also to pay the BCF on games played instead of a total global amount. It is now
agair possiblc to give comparisons with the previous year.

I GENERAL INCOME
Although ll45 less than last year, this was I49 ov€r Budget, with lJ4 coming from
increased Vice-Presideots' SubscriptioDs.

2 GENERAL EXPENSES
This was over !60 up on last year, and was flOO over Budget.
lndividual items were mainly close to Budgct, but secretarial expenses were 126 over budget. our
CouDty Teams successes meant an excess of Il7 for Ties and loss of subsidiscd printing of the
Bulletin means an estimated I45 over budget

ACIIVITIES
Several activities carne out considerably different from Budset:-

Thc annual Congrcss madc a f49 deficit against a {5O budget surpius - due to reduced en[ries and a
returned t57 chequc. Ihe Controller's expenses included 175.00 for petrol, and !69 for two nights
accomodatioo- Other congress expenscs consistcd of fl92l prizcs, 1500 hau hire. arid ft98 postage
and stationery.

Counn match total cxpenses were under budget bt' f87: hall hirc costs were reduced by plaving t\vo
or three matches on the same day at the (FREE) Ceneral Accidcnt venue, Game Fcc costs were
reduced due to a refund for an unplayed match last year, and malch captains expenses lvere less
than expected (My thanks to all o, them)-

The Primarv khool initiative did no( nced any of the f15O budgeted subsidy. and actually made a
Il74 surplus. (Howcv€r the development cost over two years has bccn f90.)

There \ras no surplus from Swiss Pairing Cards since thc supply has been exhaustcd and, in
addition, there has bccn a cost to buy 7500 score sheets, u,hich the trcasurer holds for sale at cost
to Clubs/ConBr€sses.

3

The ovcrall rcsult of these and
budgeted amount of 1357 !

the othcr small variations was a surplus of f2l0 in cxcess of thc

4

5

GRANTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES
These are thc BCF/SCCU ruNtOR grants to develop Junior Chess in Hertfordshire and
the MIDLAND BANK Brant to develop Secondary School Chess in North Hertfordshire.

The BCF/SCCU Junior grant benefitted from the 45O SCCU grant, but was not drawo on this year-

The Midland Bank made a l5O0 grant to hclp Sccondary School Chcss development iD North Herts
over the oext three years; 198.37 wa:j used ard t.he remainder traasferred to thc Balancc Sheet as a
future liability-

BALANCE SHEET: ASSETS and LIABILITIES
The Balanccs are:- Cash I25.?O, Bank of Scotland t15O6.44 ind Midland Bank
Sums orving to the Association arci- t55.4O for early payment of Junior 1996/97
County Match Captains i79 srjrplus from Board fees less Expcnscs-
Othcr sums payable are for Secretary !30, CouDty Match tencral expenses f70-50,
and Junior Congresses ll I1.03

r498.9 5.
cxpcnses and

6

Team KOs t8,

TIES REPLACEMENT FUND
Thc Association has a tradition of awarding tics under defioed rulcs and purchases of such ties occur
about cverJ' twenty years, the last purchase being in 1994. A fund is maiotaincd to provid€ for
thcir cvcntual rcplaccmcnt, based on currcnt purchasing cost. Undcr this formula a sum of fl60
would be nceded to ,epleoish the stock of tics to l5O- This sum is therefore providcd in the
accounts. although there is no contractual liability to replcnish the stock.

Page 4



LEAGUE SECRETARY'S REPORT

This was my 'Anus Horribilis', windsor Castle didn't burn, England didn't win the
European Cip, but worse still my computer faited at a crucial t.ime and caused me heI1.
the lesson well learned - back up files even if they are over sMbyces in size.

l was able to reconstruct most of the data and I am graEeful to all of the club officers
who were able to provide essential informaEion. However, due to games lisled as 'Ar, the
final situation in three divisions was sEi1l unclear well into,June.

Hj.11top succurnlced Eo relegation when their last game was adjudicated a draw, they needed
a win to force a play*off with Pin Green. In division 2, Ehe promotion arnlcitions of
Barnet and Royston were hotly contested righE to the end. Relegation in division 3 was a
fear shared by St.albans 3 and stevenage 1, both had 2 games outsEanding and stood 2-1
in games down- Stevenage 1 'earned' relegation to division 4 but, since Scevenage 2 are
on their way up to division 3, I don't really Ehink the club much minds. Particularly
gratifying was the very small nundcer of ineligible players in t.his season's matches.

To my knowledge two teams will not enter the league next season. Allenbury's will
concentrate their efforts in the Hertford & District League and Bishops Stortford intend
to trim their presence down to one team. A restrucEuring of the league will have to take
place, with the possibility of returning t.o 7 divisions.

Report by John t eake.

P WD L

121
12
12
12
12
t2

002
813
525
525
336
318

t2 3 I 8

Dd Es Hi Ai +

42
33
29h
28h
26\4
25|h.

l8
27
30t5
31U2
33U2
34t5

25 35

P WD L

12 8 3 1

12822
12633
t262 4
123 3 6
12228
120 3 9

Dd Es Hi Ai +

36 24
3e--T
35 25
32rt 27rt
26k 33rt
22h 37U2

l8U2 4rrt3

P WD L

12 l0 I I
129 0 3
t2525
12516
t22 5 5
12318
t2228

Dd Es Hi Ai Rs

21

+

43 17
41 18
29 3t
26U2 33Y2

27h 32V2
20 39n--TI

18
t2
11

9
7
6

P WD L

t2912
t2
t2
l2
l2

822
714
606
507

t24
t20

t7
I 11

Dd Es Hi Ai fts

19

+

3',7 22
36 24
33k 26k
32k 21h
31 28

-26v, 

33,h
12\4 47 th

1

18
l5
12
10
9
1

P WD L

107 t 2
10622
10 6 1 3
ro424
10307
l0 109

Dd Es Hi Ai

2

Rs

t5
14

32th t1k
32th 15y2
30,hBk
25 25
16Y2 31Y,
10 38

I
I

t3
l0
6
2

P WD L

129 3 0
12921
124 4 4
12426
123 3 6
1.2237
1,2219

Dd Es Hi Ai fts

2l

+

4th l8U2
40t1 t8u,
33l 26th
27 33
22 3'.7

22U2 3'7h.
22 38

I

I

5

P WD L

129 2 t
I2
2
2
.,

2

8
6
5
4
3

I
1

I
2
1

3
5
6
6
8

I
1

1

I
I2 3 0 9

Dd Es Hi Ai Pts

20

+

39rt 20v2
37\4 22V,
30\4 29k
28U2 3lk
26 34
22 38
26 34

t1
l3
ll
10
1
6

P WD L

t2912
12822
128 0 4
12615
124 0I
12228
12 129

Dd Es Hi Ai fts

l9

+

35Y, 24th
39t4 20V,
33U2 26k
3t 29
25Y, 34h
24 36
21 39

18
l6
l3
8
6
4

P = Matches played (includes Dd)
W = Wins
D = Draws
L = LOSSeS

Dd
Es
Hi
Ai

= Matches double defaulted
= cames doubled defaulted
= Home player ine L igib Ie
= Away player ine l igib Ie

Division I

Hertford 1

St. AlbaDs I
Hoddesdotr 1

watford 1

H Hempstead 1

Pin Grceo I
Hilltop

Division 5

Hertford 3
H HeEpstead 2
watford 3
Bafiet 2
Hoddesdon 3
B Stortford 2
Letchwonh 3

Divisiotr 2

Rovstoo 1

Bamet I
Hertford 2
Watford 2
wcc 1

St.Albans 2
B Stortford I

Division 6

Bamet 3
Royston 2
Hoddesdoo 4
Pin Green 2
Rothamsted
Stevenage 3
wcc 2

Division 3

Letchworth 1

Burnbles Green
old Eliz's
Letchworth 2
Chess Fomm
St.Albans 3
Stevenage I

Division 7

Watford 4
Hertford 4
Watford 5
H Hempstead 3
Letchwonh 4
Barnet 4
Hoddesdoo 5

Division 4

Stevemge 2
Hoddesdon 2
St. Albans 5
St.AlbaN 4
Borchamwood
Allenbury's
St.Albans 6

Division 8

wcc 3
St.Albans 7
Letchworth 5
H Hempstead 4
Lctchworth 6
Royston 3
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British Problem SolYitr ChaEDionshiD 1995-96

This years problem solving championship saw Hens again
represeDted by Joe Fraoks and Steve Law, among the 22
ftDalists and 3 casual solvers, at Oakham School in Rutland
oo lhe 17th February. After the lrst round, consixting of 3
[oate in 2's, we both had 6/6 but after that the slump set
irl. Joe ended with 12130 and I scored 10/30. For the record
the wimer was for the first time Michael McDowell, who made
a short speech, when he thanked the organisers of the 4NCL
for holding a round on the same day and thus reducing the
field of some of the other favourites.

Modern Courier Chess
(HoIs cotrcours - Paul B]'way)

This Modem Courier Chess etrdgaEe study was composed for tie
1995 ,an van Reek 50th Atrdversary Jubilee Toumey. The
medieval courier gaEe was well liked before the grcat
popularity of chess started. It is pictured otr a painting by
Lucas van Leydetr, incorrectly ktrown as The Chess Game.

QueeDs and Bishops with co emporary rules have effered the
modem version of ttre courier Game.

To save you looking up 'Hors concours' I did it for you atrd
it means 'not competing for prize', and pronouoced 'or
kawnkoor' but I assume you koew that.

Your task is white to play and dmw.

The top placi-trgs were:-
Michael McDowell
Iao Watsoo
Roddy McKay
Stephen Onon

26t30
2l Vzl30
2y30

2OU2l30

The following selfmate itr 4 proved the lllost difficult with
ooly Colitr Vaughatr picking up a score of 1/4 all the othe$
itr the main eveD[ scored 0/4, although Graham Lee, in the
casual solvers scored 4/4.

I
I
@

White to play aod force black to Eate white in 4 moves. It
is wofth troting that selfmates are made 'easier' due to the
soall oumber of moves normally available to black, 4 itr this
case.

The followitrg position was based on a game Lumsdeo-Law,
wheo tle winDhg plan wefi horrible wrong! But I still
liked Lhe idea, so its black [o play aDd win.

Y

#

8

1

6

5

4

2

I

E.ts
ts

s

I was recently inroduced to a new folm of chess problem
called 'Anti Aodemach Chess'. ln this form atry piece trot
capturhg chaoges colour with the exceptiotr of the Kitrgs.
This has the effect of limiting the att4cking sides choice
of move dowo to 4 t)?es-
(1) Captures
(2) Kitrg moves
(3) Pawn proEoliotrs
(4) Pawa 2 squares.

All other moves can reveNed by the defender! Note tiat
O-O-O atrd O-O are illegal as ttre king castles into check,
also en-passant is also impossible as you can't capture your
owo pawD!

Otre obvious questiotr, why 'Anti Andemach', well it made
its appearatrce at the anuual probleE solving meetilg in
Andemach, Cemlatry. So why 'Anti', well ofcourue
'Atrdemach' chess appeared at a previous meeting, atrd in
'Andernach' chess all pieces chaoge colour whetr capturhg,
except kings .

Well try this rather simple problem to start with, whitE to
play and win.I

d,
s

I
E

Itr
al
.-

=.I

+

t
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Black to play and win

5
ilallt

d, l
g

It
abcdefghijkl

Anti Andernach Chess

t
ll

$c
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CLUB KNOCKOUT TOURNAMENTS

Russell Trophy
Watford
Old ElizbethaN N/d

lst Routrd

Chess Forum
Stevenage

I
5

Hilaop
Borehamwood N/d

Letchr orth
Allenbury's

5
1

Royston
Hoddesdon

2
4

2rd Round

Watford
Slevenage

4
2

Quarter-fmal

Watford
bye

Semi-fina1

Watford
Hilltop

3k
2th

Hilltop
Letchworth

3k
2k

Hiltop
bye

St.A.lbatrs
wGc N/d

Hoddesdon
Barnea

3
3

Final

Watford
Henford

3k
2k

Winners - WATFORD

Hoddesdon
bye ?

Sr.Alba$
Barnet

I
5

Barnet
Bishops Stortford

3l,t
2V

Barnct
Herttbrd

Y2

5V,
Pin Green
Bumbles Greetr

4
2

Pin Creen
Hertford 3U2

Hertford
bye

Hemel Hempstead
Hertford

th
4k

Watford won again, the 4tl tioe in the last 6 seasons. (Oddly, following 3 consecutive wins by Barnet) TheA win against
Henford was surprising coruidering the thrashing the losers hatrded out to Bamet in the Semi-fioal. Note:- As Old
Elizabethans have defaulted in the last 3 years and WGC iD fie last 2, I propose leavhg both clubs out of the dlaw for lie
19961'l event. Report by Tim Thurstan.

l st Round

Pio Creelr
Roystotr

td

WGC
Bishops Stoftford

Nld
N/d

Sr.AlbaIls
Hoddesdon

2k
2th

Stevenage
Borehamwood

Hertford
Hemel Hempstead N/d,

Barllet
Rothamsted

4
1

Allenbury's
Watford

3V2
tk

Quarter-final

Royston
bye

Hoddesdon
Stevenage

2rt
zth

Hertford
Letchworth

3
2

Bartret
Allenbury's

4
I

Under 125 team knockout

Semi fiftI

Roystotr
Steve[age

3
2

Final

Royston
Bartret

tk
3k

Wirurers - BARNET

Henlbrd
Barnct

t\4
3ta

Ater a very slow stafi, especially for Royston, Bamet forged i o the fulal which they woo cotrvhcingly
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Hertford
Watford

3
3

Stevenage
Hemel Hempstead

4V2

1W

wcc
Roystotr

2
4

Hoddesdotr
Sr Albans

Bumbles creetr
Bishops Stortford

Baroet
Borehamwood Nld

Allenburys
Chess Forun td

l,etchworth
Rothamsted

4
2

Hilltop
OId Elizabethans

N/d

Sharp Trophy
2od Round

Hertford
Stevenage

3
3

Roystotr
bye

Bartret
Alleoburys

3\4
2k

Hertford
bye

Royston
Hoddesdon

tk
4th

Barnet
bye

Hertford
Hoddesdon

4
2

Barnet
Old Elizabethans

3
3

Final

Hertford
Old Eliz2bethaDs

3
3

Winners - IIERTFORI)

Quaner fitral

Scmi-fuul

Lerchwofih
Old Elizabethans

th
4\4

Old Elizabethans
bye

Unlike the Russell, the Sharp has beetr wotr by 8 differe clubs in the last 9 years, although Hertfords win was Lheir second
in 3 yea6. Note: I propose not to include Chess Forum (defaulted in the last 3 years), Bishops Stoftford (last 2 years) and
Pin Green (only pafiicipated once itr the last 3 yea6) iD the competition for 1996/7. Finally next seasoa witl be my l0th
year io charge - it is time for a change - I am of course prepared to help ttre HCA in some other capacity if needed.

Report by Tim Thurstan.

TOURNAMENT SECRETARY'S REPORT

Capel Cup

Paul Bryay
Alastair simpsotr

I
0

Winner - PauI Byway
Tom Wright
Ian Hall

2
2

d: default

The quarter-final betweetr Tom Wright and lao Hall was decided by the toss of a coitr, after the players had played out four draws

Burn Cup
Therc were only four entries for the Bum Cup and so an all-play-all competition was held. The results were

1st
2rd:

Quarter-fural

Chris Majer
Paul Byway

0d
ld

Phil Maguire
Steve Law

I
0

Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell
Alastair Simpson

0
1

Semi-fir]al

Paul Bryay
Phil Magutue

th
\4

Alastair Simpson
Ian Hall

I
0

Peter Bunce 2
Ian Hall lk
Tom Wrighr 1v,
Arthur Potter 14rh

Report by Peter Buncc.

Winner - Peter Bunce
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Final
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GRADING REPORT

For the first time in a number of years, the end of season grading round up went
perfectly smoothly; no last minute results fom club secretaries etc (TFIANK YOU) and
no hiccups at the BCF.

The figures this year seem to continue to be a little contradictory. The small decline
in the number of clubs contesting the league, both last season and the season to
come, is reflected in a reduction of both the total number of players and more
worryingly, a sharp decline in the number of new players. As a result however, of more
clubs sending in more intemal results, the number of games played was up. During
't 995/96 a total of 392 players (compared with 419 last year and the record of 430),
including only 42 new players (88 and 122 respectively) played a total of 2505 games
(ie 5010 individual results). This is 78 up on last years record figure.

As always Hoddesdon had the most results with 814 (down on last years 958), with
Watford second with a massive increase to 629 and Letchworth third with 494. The
largest number of players came from St Albans vvr,th 42 (45 last year) Hoddesdon had
40 (46) and Letchworth 38 (36). The largest number of new players was ftom
Letchworth with 9 and sadly, no other club having more than 5.

Once again the most number of games came from Roger Kearns with 81 - greatly up
on last years 59; this also does not take into account Rogers County and Congress
games, although it does include games for his third club Borehamwood- The result
was a massive 10134 grading points - the first time anyone has reached 5 figures in
my 'l 1 years as County grader. Second and third in the " endurance stakes" (although
also rans compared with Roger) were Russell Moye with 5825 from 49 games and
Ron Hughes with 527I from 35 games; both needless to say from Hoddesdon.

1 Steve Swanson
2 Simon Knott
3 Gary Kenworthy
4 Paul Georghiou
5 Ross Brennan

13 games
'10 games
ll games
't4 games
9 games

6 Phil Maguire
7 Ben Savage
8 Jerry Rudge
9 Paul Byway
'10 Dave Fewell

199 fiom 15 games
196 from g games
193 from 22 games
190 from l0 games
189 from 17 games

8/ I
7.5 l9
6.5/8
6/ I
6t I

219
208
206
204
200

from
from
from
from
from

The total number of players unbealen over of a minimum of 8 league games shows,
like the top 1 0, four Hertford players - not surprising after the clubs success last
season. lt was encouraging to see several under 20's in this list, they are:

'l Steve Swanson
2 James Angus
3 Gary Kenworthy
4 Paul Georghiou
5 Robert Long

10.5 I 11

10t12
9t10
9t11
8/ I

5 Remi Strouss
7 Ross Brennan
8 Paul Byway
9 Simon Gardner
9 Steve Tobey
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Despite the loss to the County over the last couple of seasons of such strong players
as Messrs Coleman, Moore, Murphy, Knott, Madueke and Ellames the top 10 still
shows 5 players coming out at 200 plus for 95/96. New entries to the list are Ross
Brennan (who seems to appear in every list this season), Dave Fewell and Ben
Savage (who savaged me in our league game). Full list is .



A new feature included in this report is a list of 'tO players whose games graded by
myself showed the greatest improvement on their 1995 grades. As maybe expected
this list shows a good percentage of Juniors, with young Lorin D'Costa showing an
increase of 46 points, they are:

1 Lorin D'Costa
2 David Waltham
3 Lawson Noble
4 James Angus
5 Ross Brennan
6 Keith Woodhouse

BRDl
88 94 96

124
127
tJ I

139
200
122

78
85
92
104
166
90

from
from
from
from
from
from

114 trom
172 ftom
145 from
159 trom
1 05 from
148 from

6 Geoff Bounds
8 Anthony Bunows
9 Martin Jones
'10 Paul Littlefair
10 Remi Strouss
10 John Nolan

82
143
117
133
79
122

As the season developed I became increasingly aware of a distinct shift in the relative
strength of the 8 divisions, so I repeated the exercise I have done previously ie
determining the average mean grades of players per board per division. As I had
anticipated a couple of shifts were very noticeable; division 5 was actually stronger
than division 4 on all 5 boards, and the large gap between divisions 2 & 3 had closed
considerably. The finding are:

BRD2
88 94 96

BRD3
88 94 96

BRD4
88 94

BRD5
96 88 94 96

Dlv 1 191 204 189 . 171 188 176 176 168 158 155 170 156 152 151 148

Dlv2 168 189 179 154 175 166 133 157 158 135 162 146 131 144 129

Dlv 3 145 164 169 137 143 148 127 139 139 125 134 138 119 119 127

Dlv 4 126 149 130 125 133 126 113 130 120 110 119 117 103 117 111

Dlv 5 121 126 137 115 122 131 114 121 121 109 112 118 105 107 112

Dtv6 120 135 120 113 118 117 105 110 108 100 109 99 92 93 84

Dlv 7 112 111 104 90 107 99 90 93 91 86 95 84 85 77 80

DIV 8 85 80 -70 '7E
/J

I would be pleased to hear from anyone who wants to pass on alterations or
amendments to the grading list, and also anyone wishing to send me results for
grading.

As always all facts and figures in this report refer purely to games graded by myself,
ie not including county, congress games etc, and peoples 1996 grades could well
differ ftom those shown.

DAVE PARROTT
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