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HERTFORDSHIRE CHESS ASSOCIATION 1976/77

Officers

~ President: B.A. Fewell cesesessssesese 41 Station Road, Harpenden, Herts.
& _ Harpenden 67227,
Secretary: 0.V, Stobart eeecessssesese 77 The Ryde, Hatfield, Herts.
Tel. Hatfield 64251.
| (Treasurer: C. LENl seeecesssssscesssess 47 Benslow Lane, Hitchin, Herts.
(Registration Secretary Tel. Woodpecker 2248,

League Secretary: E.S. Judge seesesces 102 Park Avenue, St.Albans, Herts.
‘i : Tel., St.Albans 52589
Tournament Secretary: B.G. Drury ..... 11 Holdbrook, Hitchin.
v Tel. Hitchin 533%19.
Congress Orgeniser: (vacant) eeeseeess (G.S. Gray was for the 1976
congress but not for 1977).
Sharp Trophy Organiser: J. Sharp ee.... Cress Farm, Bourne End, Berkhamsted.
' , : Tel. Berkhamsted 5383.
| County Grader: W.J. Battell seeeeeesss 86 Beacon Way, Rickmansworth.
Tel. Rickmansworth 72871.

.
»

Junior Chess Secretary: P. Glass e.... 7 Marlow Court, Willesden Lane,
‘ London N.W.6, Tel., 01-459-2502.
Magazine Editor: A.C. COoOper sesseesss 175 01ld Nazeing Road, Broxbourne.,
Tel. Hoddesdon 64356.
Curator of Trophies: R. Talbot sseeses 13 Sadleir Road, St. Albans.
' Tel. St. Albans 63177,

Match Captains:

S.0,0.U, Championship: Je. COOK sessees 6 Gibbs Close, Cheshunt.
7 ) Tel, Waltham Crosgs 3%3837.
Montague~Jones Trophy: D.P.Young seess 29 St.Davids Drive, Broxbourne.
. ’ Tel, Hoddesdon 62376,
Chilterns lLeague: K.L.Woodland ..e.s.se 22 Birley Road, London N,.20,.
' : ' Tel., 01-445-5104.
Mr. Woodland is also the Team Tournament Organiser & Curator of Equipment.
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Correspondence Chess: E.G.D.Crowdon... 51 Puller Road, Barnet.
, . ' Tel. 01--400-6007.

Clubs affiliated to the Association for the 1976-77 seasons

CLUB VENUE (Membership) SECRETARY
(CLUB NIGHT)
Barnet Harold Fern Room, N.B. Holland,
(Monday) W.R.V.S. Centre, 76 Ashurst Road, Finchley.
' Salisbury Road, Barnet. Tel. 01-445-063%5
. Bishops Stortford British Legion Club, S.R.Capsey, 21 Klngsbrldge Rd.,
| (Thursday) Bishops Stortford. Bishops Stortford.
. Tel. Bishops Stortford 56852
|
| E.R.D.E, : The Institute, J. Cook, 6 Gibbs Close,
(Wednesday) Powdermill Lane, Cheshunt, '
Waltham Abbey. ‘ Tel. Waltham Cross 33837
| Hertford Court 4, ’ . J. Foster,
. (Wednesday) Shire Hall, 21 Dimsdale Street,
| : Hertford. Hertford.
Hilltop  Hilltop Centre, 0.V. Stobart,
® (Tuesday) 91 Bishops Rise, 77 The Ryde, Hatfield.

Hatfield. Tel. Hatfield 64251,
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Hoddesdon

St. Paul's,
(Tuesday)

Parish Centre,

Amwell Street, Hoddesdon.

Letchworth & Baldock Xayser Bondor
(Monday) Sports Centre,

Baldock., ,
01d Elizabethans Cricket Pavilion,
(Thursday) Mays Lane,
Barnet.
St. Albans Goat Inn,
(Wednesday) Sopwell Lane,
St. Albans.
Stevenage Times Club,
(Tuesday) London Road,
Stevenage.
Watford Darby and Joan Club,
(Monday) Exchange Road,

Watford.

Welwyn Garden City
(Monday)

Parkhouse Sports Club,
Welwyn Department Store.

D.P. Young, 29 St.David's
Drive, Broxbourne.
Tel, Hoddesdon 62376, v

A.G. Burrows,
85 Pixmore Way, Letchworth.

Tel., Letchworth 3104. o : 3
W.J. Garlend, .

67 Mandeville Road, .
Southgate. Tel. 01-368-5190.

E.S. Judge, '

10a Park Avenue, St.Albans.
-8t. Albang 52589.

F.W, Lanaway, .
238 Grace VWay,
Stevenage.

R.F. Riley,
20 Avon Close, Garston,
Watford. Tel.Garston T2691.

Dr. J.E. Priddle,
46 Warren Way, Digswell,
Welwyn. Tel.Welwyn 5489,

The following clubs in Hertfordshire are not affiliated to the
Association, although individual members of these clubs are affiliated:

Allen & Hanbury's (at Ware) Secretary:
Berkhamsted Secretary:
Hemel Hempstead Secretary:
Rank Xerox (Welwyn) Secretary:
Lucas Aerospace Secretary:

(at Hemel Hempstead)

R, Bradbury, The Chestnuts,
Cambridge Road, Puckeridge, Ware. -
K.A.Packer, 9 Albion Rd.,Pittstone,
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel. Cheddington 668484.

N.D. Lampin, 3 Bishopsmead,

Hemel Hempstead. Hemel Hemp.58543.
G.Foss, 11 Central Drive, '
St. Albans. : '
P. Dunks, 378 Long Chaulden,

Hemel Hempstead.

The Editor would like to thank all those who have sent him articles,

information and games and apologise for any omissions.

In some cases this

has been due to lack of space but not to any defect in quality in the material

received.

In other instances no report has yet arrived from the relevant

officer although the Editor would be very pleased to receive it for inclusion :

in the next issue.
some officers as much as is necessary.

I would also like to apologise for failing to pursue

This season has seen a considerable rise in the prestige of
Hertfordshire Chess with the success of its teams and one of the best-run

Congresses in the country. It is to be hoped that this can but augur well
for the forthcoming season and that individually the clubs in the county will
continue to prosper. The news that Cliff Chandler has just qualified for
the British Championship at Brighton is another indication of the standard of :
Chess in Hertfordshire., We all wish him good luck in this. Finally the
Editor would like to thank a pair of assistant lady typists and the invaluable
services of our printer.

A, C. Cooper
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COUNTY 1st TEAM

S$,.C.C, U, Championship - Match Captain's Report by J. Cook

The championship team started with a useful 11-9 win against Essex, which
was particularly pleasing in view of the 43-15% beating at their hands the
previous season. This was followed by a 13%—6% win against Berkshire in a
match that had to be switched from Berkhamsted to Southgate at 24 hours!
notice. The help of Messrs. Woodland, Talbot and Sharp in notifying all
the players in time is gratefully acknowledged.

It was therefore with a very different outlook from the relegation
worries of last season that we took on Middlesex for our third match,
We had close to a full strength team and so had every prospect of giving ]
them a hard fight. Middlesex fielded an average rather than a strong side,
so that on grading the teams were about equal. In a remarkable match
Hertfordshire players won game after game, and at the close the score stood
at 123-3%, eventually +o.finish at 14-6 after the adjudications.

From this point onwards it became evident both inside and outside the
county that Hertfordshire were serious championship contenders. There
followed relatively comfortable wins against Cambridgeshire and Norfolk,

largely by virtue of greater strength on the lower boards, and then a

friendly against London University which was won by a wide margin,

We thus had collected 5 championship points out of a possible five,
but the last three matches were tough away fixtures against Sussex, Surrey
and Kent. At this stage Kent also had scored 100%, while all the other
counties had dropped at least two match points. Obviously there was an
excellent chance of qualifying for the national querter finals, if not of
winning the Southern Counties Championship itself.

For the match against Sussex at Crawley, always a difficult fixture in
view of the travelling, a tremendous response from the players resulted in
a Hertfordshire team not far short of full strength., After five adjudications
and an appeal from each side, Hertfordshire triumphed narrowly 105-9%.

At this point we were widely tipped to beat Surrey, not least because
they had already lost heavily to Kent and Middlesex, and with another strong
team on show had every reason to feel confident. Alas, disaster struck
ont the middle and lower boards where our strength had been in the previous
matches, and we went down 9-11 for our first defeat. On the same day
Cambridgeshire lost heavily to Kent by defaulting 10 boards (at home!) and
Middlesex crushed Berkshire, so that any possibility of winning the S.C.C.U.
Championship had gone, for Kent now had 7 out of 7 with a tremendous
advantage in game points and that we would now have a struggle to gain second
place. Middlesex were vying with us for this as they had 5 out of 7 with
Norfolk to play, but with approximately 5 game points less than ourselves,

In the final mateh against Kent at Charlion we appeared to be heading
for a narrow win, but lost ground in the last hour of play and finally lost
9-11. There were some fine performances, as the score of seven points
from the top ten boards indicates.

Meanwhile, at the opposite end of the championship table, there was an
unusually intense struggle struggle to avoid relegation. Our ancient rivals
Essex had had a miserable season, starting badly, then beating Berkshire but
losing narrowly to Norfolk.  Berkshire had managed to beat Qambridgeshire
early in the season, and when they drew with Norfolk this left Essex at the
bottom, with strong opposition to meet in their final matches.

Essex fielded much improved teams but continued to lose narrowly until
salvation arrived with a draw against Surrey in their last match. Therefore,
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Norfolk were just relegated instead because of their inferior game points.

After the last matches had been played there followed a long period of
waiting for the results of adjudications and appeals to see whether Middlesex
would overhaul our game points total and ‘edge us out of the runners-up
position. At last on May 3rd it was established that both teams had 92
games points and that Hertfordshire gained second place by virtue of having
beaten Middlesex in our individuvwal encounter.

(53

Thus we reached the quarter—finals of the National Counties' Championship
for the first time since 1961-62 (when we lost 8%-113 to Yorkshire in the
quarter-final) with the daunting prospect of having been drawn against Kent,
the national champions for the last two years and still generally regarded
as the strongest team in the country. After we suffered three relatively
quick losses and then a string of draws ensued, it seemed inevitable that
Hertfordshire would be eliminated. Amazingly, with the aid of some fine
play by the higher board players we had pulled back to 7-7 by the close of
play, and won 103-9% after the remaining games had been adjudicated. .

Our semi-final opponents were Northern Counties champions Yorkshire,
themselves with 100% record this year like Kent up to our victory. We
played them at Leicester and wins were hard to come by in this match although
draws were plentiful. At the close of play the score stood at 4%—8% and at
the time of writing stands at 8-9 with three games to be adjudicated. While
it is clear that we will lose, the final result is likely to be a close
9-11 or 93-103. This was a creditable result in what, as far as is known,
was our first ever appearance in the semi~-finals. In spite of the defeat
the occasion seemed to be greatly enjoyed by those who took part; let us
hope it is not too 1on§pefore we play in a semi-final again, or even go
further. Yorkshire are strongly fancied to beat Lancashire in the final.

Needless to say in such a successful season there were a number of good
individual performances, with hot competition for the Flear Trophy and a
number of county ties won.

Flear Trophy : A.C. Cooper - T7&/10

C.W. Pickard 7%/10 ,
A.C, Cooper wins the trophy by virtue of having played on a higher board than
C.W. Pickard throughout the season.

Dr. B. Turner 7/10 D. LeMoir 5/6
C.H. Watson 6%/10 P.V. Byway 4%/9
A.J. Bagley 6/8 _

County ties (for winning three games in a row without intervening loss)

to P, Collins - Those entitled to a tie but for the fact
' Je. Holland that they had already won one before 3
I.K. Hemingway A.J. Bagley ' C.W. Pickard
D. LeMoir .
J. Cook :
Dr., B. Turner A.C. C .
J.N. White ° e 2OOPer
° C.R. Chandler
P, V. Byway R

Possibly J. Holland and T.K. Hemingway might also confess to having won
a tie in a previous season, and it is not yet established whether or not
R.B. Edwards has won a tie.

Due to appalling captaincy I have now managed to lose the toss fourteen
times in succession, that is in every match this season and the last three
of 1975-76. As a result Paul Byway on board 1 has had the black pieces on
his last twelve appearances for the county. To score better than 50% over
this period against the quality of opposition he has faced is a fine
achievement., ' '
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I am most grateful for the understanding shown by the players when I have
had to leave them out because of the strength of our team, or play them on a

lower board because we have so many players of similar strength.

Finally I

would like to thank those who have helped me share the administrative burden,
particularly K.L. Woodland and M. Cohen, and to mention my wife who has
shown great forbearance during & hectic season.

Southern Counties Championship 1976-77

League table

J. Cook

Kt. Hts.Mx. Sy. Sx. Cs. Ex. Bks.Nfk. Match Pts. Game Pts.

1st Kent X 11 103 145 145 17 13 14 15 8 1095
2nd Hertfordshire 9 X 14 9 105 11311 135 133 6 92
(ete)lMiddlesecx 9% 6 X 14513 105 105 14§ 13 6 9 iv

Surrey 211 5 X 9 20% 10 113 16 4 88

Sussex 55 9% 7 11 X 7 11 125 14% 4 1313

Cambridgeshire 3 8% 95 0¥ 13 X 125 8% 15 3 70

Essex 7 9 910 9 ‘73 X 125 9% 1% T4

Berkshire 6 65655 8 T 113 T3 X 10 1% 63 V2

Norfolk 5 6 7 4 ¥%5 10510 X 1% 54532
Note 1¢ ¥ = by default.

EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT

The result of some appeals has Just become known,

Middlesex only scored 14 against Berkshire and have a total of 91% game points,
leaving Hertfordshire in undisputed second place. In our quarter-final match

Kent unexpectedly won an appeal to make the final score in the match 10-10.
This does not affect the outcome as Hertfordshire still win on board count.

The result of the semi-final adjudications has arrived to produce the final
tally of 11=9 to Yorkshire much as predicted.

CHAMPIONSHIP 9.410.76 CHAMPIONSHIP 6.11.76 CHAMPIONSHIP 20,11.76
at WANSTEAD at SOUTHGATE at the COMMONWEALTH INSTITUTE
Herts Essex Herts Berks Herts Middx.

PV Byway 0 Dr J Penrose 1| PV Byway 3 MJ Staples 2 | PV Byway 3 AP Law 3
CR Chandler O JB Howson 1} FN Stephenson O JH Hodgson 1 FN Stephenson O S Berry 1
PAJ Brown 1 S Kalinsky 0| PAJ Brown 0 G Varty 1 | PAJ Brown 2 S Reuben 3
AC Cooper 1 G Speed O | W Tabakiernik 3 JK Orrell 3 | RB Edwards 1 JM Hodgson 0
CW Pickard 0 A Marshall 1 AC Cooper 1 JT Matthews 0 W Tabakiernik 2 A Shepstone %
W Tabakiernik 41 RF Harman 0 CW Pickard 41 IC Turner 0 AC Cooper 1 G Pearce 0
AJ Ball 0 IBN Smith 11 AI Wheatley 1 P Morrey O | DA Lemoir 1 JM Quinn 0
A Haberberg 1 Default 0 A Haberberg 1 MJ Pryce 0 CR Chandler 1 NH Skinner 0
KL Howells O D Coleman 1 Dr B Turner 1 JE Syner o] CW Pickard 1 D Lynch o]
Dr B Turner 1 HI Woolverton O | JR Holland 1 D Lewis 0 Pr B Turner 1 RA Batchelor O
JR Holland 1 JB Hawson O i WEB Pryer 0 JR Verling 1 AJ Ball 0 KM Weilnhold 1
WEB Pryer 3 F simms 2| CH watson 1 RB Malkin 0 | JR Holland 1 PS Thornton O
CH Watson 3 D Eustace 2| GH Davies O Dr NM Stewart 1 Dr PH Collins 1 JVA Skilleter O
JN White 1 RH Langenham O | AP Primett 4 SR Benedictus 3 | WEB Pryer 0 NR Benjamin 1
AP Primett 3 s Bush 3 J Cook 1 NW Dennis 0 CH Watson 1 WN Watson 0
J Cook 0 L Dregent 1| AJ Bagley 1 TA Lane O | CJM McSheehy 2 PJ Adams 3
AJ Bagley 3 G Moscow 2| TA Sinkinson 41 RP Bristow (o} J Cook 1 JA Yeo 0
ME Hewitt 1 SJ Abbott 0 KL Woodland O GE Borrowdale 4 ME Hewitt 1 RC Sroka 0
TA Sinkinson O RA Wagstaff 1 J Sharp 1 J Bowcock 0 AJ Bagley 1 JVA Franks (0]
KL Woodland 1 K., Jones 0| AM Simpson 1 JF Gibbons O | AP Primett 0 J Redon 1

11 9 133 63 14 6
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CHAMPIONSHIP 22.1.77 CHAMPIONSHIP 5.2.77 CHAMPIONSHIP 26.2.77 .
at ASHWELL at ASHWELL at CRAWLEY
Herts. Canmbs., Herts. Norfolk Herts Sussex
1+ PV Byway 0 P Littlewood 1| PV Byway O OM Hindle 11 pv Byway 1 GH James (o] °
2. FN Stephenson 1 E Rayner 0| FN Stephenson 3 SN Ruther 21 FN Stephenson0 NJ Holloway 1
3. PAJ Brown 0 C Crouch 1 PAJ Brown 1 T Love 0| PAJ Brown O BJ Denman 1
4, RB Edwards 1 A Taglione O] RB Edwards 0 M Kwan 1] W TabakiernikO JC Henshaw 1 -
5. W Tabakiernik O P Davies 1 W Tebakiernik 3 M Read 31| AC Cooper 1 JIP Simpole 0
6.AC Cooper 1 S Le Blancq O] AC Cooper 1 I Gladden 0| CR Chandler % KI Norman 3
7. DA Lemoir 32 R Sams 3 cw Pickard 1 I Judd 0| cWw Pickard O Prof DB Scott 1 i
8. TK Hemingway 1 D Johnston 0} AI Wheatley % T Lenton % AI Wheatley O DGA Shallcross 1 -
9. CW Pickard 1 T Parkes 0f KL Woodland 0 M VWoolnough 11 AB Haberberg 41 DR Mole o]
10, AI Wheatley O C Cooley 4 Dr B Turner 2 MJ Hughes 3| Dr B Turner 2 DH Cummings 3
11. AB Haberberg O S Aarseth 1 JR Holland 1 Mrs K Hindle O] JR Holland O SON Hawes 1 *
12. Dr B Turner 3 J Wilman 31 WEB Pryer 1 S Randall 0| WEB Pryer 3 sir J cornforth 32
13. AJ Ball 0 S Carr 1] AJ Ball 0 F Salt 1] AJ Ball 0 JP Scanlan 1
14, Dr PH Collins 41 S Moss Ol Dr PH Collins 1 G Hardman Ol Dr PH Collins1 P Fallon 0
15. WEB Pryer 1 D Nicholls O] CH Watson 1 P Lowe 0} CH Watson 1 R Hughes~Hallett O
16, CH Watson 3 L Glazier 4 JN white 3 R Hughes 31 CJM McSheehy 41 T Horton 0
17. JN White 3 N cooper 3 AJ Bagley 1 R Round 0| JN white 1 RL Williamson O
18. AJ Bagley 1 J Tennyson O} J Cook .1 P Lamont 0} AG Burrows ‘1 PR Selby 0
19. ME Hewitt 3 s pimentil 3| AP Primett 1 J Chapman 0| AJ Bagley 1 J Graham 0
20, J Cook 1 A Baker 0! BS Bowie 1 G Hall 0! AP Primett O RTF Williams 1
113 83 133 63 104 9%
CHAMPIONSHIP 12.3.77 CHAMPIONSHIP 26.3.77 ENGLISH COUNTIES QUARTER FINAL
at ST. BRIDES at CHARLTON at WANSTEAD 7:5:77
*
Herts surrey Herts Kent Herts Kent
1. FN Stephenson O NE Povah 14 PV Byway 1 M Fuller 0| PV Byway 3 R Eales 2
2. PAJ Brown O R’'Emerson 1| FN Stephenson O R Eales 1| FN Stephenson 1 MV Lambshire 0 )
3. RB Edwards 3 R Webdb 3 CR chandler 2 Mv lambshire 3% | PAJ Brown % M MacD. Ross 3
4, AC Cooper 2 W Linton 3| PAJ Brown 1 JN Sugden 0 | RB Edwards "4 JN Sugden o]
5. W Tabakiernik 3 RJ Stockwell %| AC Cooper 4 A Hanreck 3 |.CR chandler 41 A Hanreck o
6. DA Lemoir 1 PN Pierce 0| DA Lemoir 1 KJ Wicker 0| AC Cooper 2 R 'Kelly 3
7. CR Chandler 41 MPF Singleton O| W Tabakiernik 1 R O'Kelly 0| DA Lemoir 1 KJ Wicker 0
8. CW Pickard 1 RJ Roberts 0/ Cw Pickard 3 Sir S M~Barry % | W Tabakiernik O Sir S M-Barry 1
9, AI Wheatley O J Branford 1 TK Hemingway 1 MP Cook 0 | CW Pickard 1 R Holmes 0
10, AB Haberberg © P Willmets 1| AI Wheatley 4 R Johannes 3§ TK Hemingwey O MP Cook 1
14. Dr B Turner 4 C Jones 0| AB Haberberg O N Oliver 1| br B Turner 2 R Johannes 3
12. JR Holland 0 T Parrott 1] Dr B Turner 1 J Johnson O | AB Haberberg 1 N Oliver 0
13, WEB Pryer O AS Westwood 1} JR Holland 3 AK Swift 3| JR Holland 3 J Hutcheson 3
14, AJ Ball 3 J soesan 3| WEB Pryer 0 I MeAllan 1| WEB Pryer 3 I McAllan 3
415, Dr PH Collins O WEC Richards 4| Dr PH Collins O DH Powell 1] AJ Ball 2 L pickett 3
16. JN White 0 R Granat 1} JN White 0 J Wager 1] Dr PH Collins O DH Powell 1
17. CH Watson 1 DJ Rowson 0| CH Watson 0 R Parry 1} JN white 3 BWR Hewson 3
18. CJM McSheehy 1 JE Pattle 0! CJM MecSheehy O M Brown 1| CJM MeSheehy O J Wager 1
19, AJ Bagley 0 FW Allen 1! AG Burrows 0 DC Taylor 11 AG Burrovs 0 R Parry 1
20, J Cook 1 MW Burrows 0! Bs Bowie 3 R O'Brien 31 J cook 0 M Brown 1 :
9 1 9 11 10 10 :
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HERTFORDSHIRE 2nd TEAM REPORT

S.C.C.U, Montague~Jones Competition

After our reasonable success last season (scoring five out of nine) I
looked forward to consolidating our position in this competition.

We started off solidly, improving slightly on our previous result against
Surrey II. Maybe chess players hibernate during summer, as it took thirty-
three invitations to yield a team for this 'pipe-opener', However, a loss of

75-12% against a team outgrading us by almost 20 points a player was a
satisfactory result.

Our second match against Middlesex II (a team that likewise outgraded us
by 20 points per player) gave us a fright - and amazed their captain. It
suddenly seemed that we could win, but a swindle on one board tipped it in
their favour. After the dust had settled, we had lost 9%-10%. It is worth
noting that this Middlesex team contained 9 players from their first team
which had met Herts I on the previous Saturday. Incidentally, A.G. Burrows!
win on top board against Julian Hodgson was noteworthy.

Encouraged by this result, we had another cliff-hanger against Oxon I,
We led 10-6 at one stage, but all the remaining games were losses. (I can now
share the anguish of a losing cup-final captain at Wembley.) Our following
loss 8-12 against Essex II (a team we had beaten 133-6% in our final match
last season) was a surprisingly weak effort. One feature of our first four
matches was that we had been s¢oring evenly over the top ten and the bottom
ten boards. However, in our next match against Bucks I we scored only 1% on
the top ten, and failed badly. Maybe we were demoralised, as our nexti result
against Kent was as bad. Again, we were outgraded almost 20 points per player
but I had hoped for more, as we had lost narrowly 9-11 last season.

We had now played six matches, and won none, and I was beginning to wonder
when we would score that elusive win. Against Sussex II (a team we beat 119
last year) it seemed that we might achieve a win, but we lost 95-10% (again!),
our low scoring on the top ten boards (25 points only) cost us the match. We
had hopes of drawing, as it seemed that A.G. Burrows on top board had a
possible win, but the adjudicators didn't agree!

At last, fickle Lady Fortune (sex-discrimination-typist) lent us a hand,
as Suffolk I had transport problems and defaulted initially six, ultimately
eleven, boards. I solved the team problem by playing the first nine players
t0 arrive. An unusual feature of this match was that our President played on
top board, and enjoyed a speculative sacrifice before going down fighting.

Our final match was against Bedfordshire I, who had already gained an
unfortunate reputation for defaulting during the season. Ironically, owing
to some confusion over a reserve, it was we who defaulted. The belated
appearance of our top board, end his contingent passengers, also caused me
some uneasy moments.

However, after a very close match, the score stood at 95-9% and the
adjudicators justly awarded us a win on the remaining game to give us a
noteworthy victory on which to close the season.

In retrospect it!'s difficult to assess this strange season. On the
credit side there is the promising play of several schoolboys in the team -
K. Mahon, M. Krawczynski and A. Simpson, and the steady performances of
regular players like B, Fewell, T. Sinkinson, M. Sutton and J. West. On the
other hand it is clear that we shall have to offer stiffer resistance on the
top ten boards next season, even if our opponents cheat somewhat by employing
first team players.

The Flear Trophy (for the Second Team) was won by K.Mahon with the best
score of 4%/5. Players who won a county tie were K.Mahon, A.Simpson, M.Sutton
and B.Fewell. In conclusion, I would thank Mr. K.G.Woodland who arranged
and played in the matches, and all the players who supported the team,
Certainly, I look forward with interest to see what we can do next year, after
our chequered course this year.

D. Young



8.

ENGLISH COUNTIES SEMI~FINAL FRIENDLY MATCH MONTAGUE-~JONES BOARD MATCH /
at LEICESTER 28,5.77 - at SOUTHGATE 12,2.77 .at ST. BRIDES' 13.11.76 ’
Herts. Yorks. Herts. London University Herts. II surrey II
1. PV Byway 1 B Eley 0. W Tabakiernik 1 P. Weir o] M Hewitt 0 R Clynn 1
2., PAJ Brown 0 MJ Haygarth 1] AC Cooper 1 K Bowmer (o] TA Sinkinson 1 FC Manning 0
3. RB Edwards 3 DM Adams 3| AT wheatley 3 S Thrower 3 SR Capsey 1 K Inwood 3 .
4, DA Lemoir 3 ccw Shepherd - 3! Dr B Turner 1 X Visser ) RF Goodall . 4 CRA Clegg 3
5. AC Cooper 0 DI Lister 1| JR Holland 0 M Gordeni 1 RJ Thompson % R Haldane Y
6. W Tabakiernik 1 BA Jones 0| WEB Pryer 1 L Canham 0 D Pinch 1 J Bennett 3
7. CW Pickard 1 JE Vicery 0} CH Watson 0 RF Picken 1 AD Gregory 0 R Roberts 1 -
8., Dr B Turner O RD Westra 1} JN white 0 G Stanway 1 B Drury 1 P Willmets o]
9, AI Wheatley 41 J Burnett o] CJM McSheehy 1 J Retty 0 P Bonafont 3 A Keene 3
10. AB Haberberg 2 D Firth 3] AJ Bagley 1 PW Allridge O WP Pfeil 0 TW Allen 1
11, JR Holland O EA Little iy J Cook 1 BE Bottle 0 0 Stobart 4 D Noble 3
12. WEB Pryer 3 JH Beaty 3] AP Primett 4 C Gunn 0 HM Lewrance =% P Durrant 3
13, Dr PH Collins 3 G Kenworthy 3! ME Hewitt 1 S Chan 0 SJ Cooley .0 AM Cath 1
14, JN White 3 Jw Atkinson #| BS Bowie 1 W Ramsey 0 B Fewell 1 F Field 0
15, CH Watson 31 H Russell 3! PA May 0 OR Roberts 1 JG Jomnes 0 B Velentine A
16, CJM McSheehy 3 T Fernley 3| TA Sinkinson 1 J McDonnell O P Beniston 0 D Rowson 1
17. DG Macbhonald O PV Wade - 4 J Sharp 0 T Cruse 1 | D witt 0 J Pattle 1
18, AJ Bagley 3 DR Markham 3! KL woodland 1 R Kitchen 0 K Mahon 1 PM Shaw 0
19. J Cook 3 GP Hildred 2| J West 3 ‘3 Dyster 3 R Stern 0 AT McDonald 41
20, J West 0 R Van Kemenade 1 AM Simpson 1 KA Fox (o R Parles 0 R Moore 1
9 - 11 14 6 7% -3
MONTAGUE~JONES MATCH MONTAGUE—J‘ONES MATCH 7 MONTAGUE~-JONES MATCH 7
at SOUTHGATE 27.11.76 »/ at BOURNE END 18.12,76 at SOUTHGATE 8e177
Herts. II Middx. II Herts. II oxon, II Herts, II Essex II
41, AG Burrows 1 J Hodgson 0| AG Burrows 1 A Gravett 3 AG Burrows 2 D Coleman 3
2, TA Sinkinson O DP Lynch 1 M Hewitt 0 J Waldron 4 M Hewitt -3 R Heppinstall %
3., RJ Thompson O PJ Sowray 1 KL Woodland 1 D Twine 0 KL Woodland 0 T Whitton 1
4, SR Capsey 3 K Weinhold 3 J sharp 0 J Phipps 1 J Sharp 3 D Eustace 3
5. RF Goodall 0O W Watson 1] TA Sinkinson 1 G Jones 0 TA Sinkinson % R Cooke 3
6. J West 3 KR Clark 3 I west . 1 D Godfrey 0 J West © JB Hawson 1
7. C Lean 0 Jv sSkilleter 1| B Drury 0 J Butler 1 B Drury 0 L Dregent 1
8, D Pinch 3 RL Turnham -3l D Pinech O T Pavlovic 4 D Pinch 1 K Warren o]
9, A Simpson 1 SJB Knott 0 RJ Thompson 1 D Hackett O M Krawczynski O S Bush 1
10. P Bonafont 0 NH Skinner 1] M Krawezynski 1 A Harbulski O M Sutton 1 L Mercer 0
11, M Krawczynski 1 PJ Adams 0 M Sutton 1 M Kimber o] A Simpson O VB Romsey 1
12. M Sutton 1 HB Angel 4 ¢ Lean 3 M Picken 3 HM Lawrance O W Franklin 1
1%, HM Lawrance 1 DJ Thomas 0] B Fewell 1 *S Horwood 0 P Bonafont 3 RA Wegstaff %
14, wp pfeil 0 JA Yeo 11 S8J Cooley 0 C Kevis 1 W Pfeil 1 K Clow 0
15. B Fewell 3 AJ Miller 3l Jg Jones 0 S Charles 1 0 Stobart 0 A Potter 1
16, O Stobart % D picken 2| W Battell " 0 D Green 1 T Thurston 1 G Moore 0 .
17. JG Jones 4 JVA Franks 0/ T Thurston 1 A Baker 0 D Witt 0 G Cathersl 14
18, P Beniston 2 1T Peterson 31 R Parles 2 D Sayers 2 JG Jones 0 E West 1
19. K Mahon 3 FT Loe 3! D Young 2 J Yates 3 K Mahon 1 T Bruce 0 .
20, D Witt 4 JE Redon 3| D stapleton O H Phipps 4 R Parles 1 A Bower 3
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MONTAGUE-~-JONES MATCH

at BOURNE END

Herts, II
AG Burrowvws

M Hewitt

KL Woodland
J Sharp

TA Sinkinson
J Vest

RJ Thompson
D Pinch

RF Goodall
RJS Robinson
RW Bauld

M Krawczynski
A Simpson

B Drury

C Lean

WP Pfeil

B Fewell

0 Stobart

JG Jones

K Mahon

A 00 O0OO0OMOD2ANIOONONO0O0O000

29.1.77

Bucks. I

WF Coles

R de Coverly
KG Hyde

Dr EN Brahly
DJ Faulkner
RDW Marsh

D Bennett
DR Smith

RCS Newton
DA Curtis
PD Porter

D Thomas

BW Atkinson
J Alster

Ad Cox

PR Rowcliffe
JK Jackson

K Keen

EB Sandercock
M Rose

MONTAGUE~JONES MATCH

at ASHWELL

Herts. II
B Fewell 0
KL Woodland 0
RJ Thompson 3
TA Sinkinson 3
RF Goodall 1
A Wadsworth 1
R Parles o]
M Sutton 2
B Drury 3

JEN
\S) ]

2,4.77

Suffolk I

SJ Gregory
JJ Galloway
GB Smith

MC Smith

R Gallup

Dr S O'Brien
RJ Vickerman

S Vickerstaff

A Thorpe

O A A AANMIAOONAANIO A B

Noanla A O Onjlanla D

ALL THE OTHER 11 BOARDS
WERE DEFAULTED BY 3UFFOLK

v

MONTAGUE-JONES MATCH

at CHARLTON

Herts., II

AG Burrows
M Hewitt

J West

RJ Thompson
SR Capsey
RF Goodall
HM Lawrance

M Krawezynski

RW Bauld
A Simpson
C Lean

B Fewell
WP Pfeil
D Stapleton
W Battell
DP Young
M Cohen

D witt

B Arnott -
R Sterne

MONTAGUE~JONES MATCH

at DUNSTABLE

Herts. II

AG Burrows

J West

TA Sinkinson
RF Goodall
RJ Thonmpson
A Wadsworth
M Sutton

M Krawczynski

B Drury

DP Young

C Lean

RW Bruld
B Fewell
P Beniston
R Parles

K Mahon

M Cohen
JG Jones

B Saunders
default

OO A3 A 0808 0CANONS ANO ONRO

10

00 AN AO0O0OO0ONAODOLNO0OO0O OO ANOO0

3
2

19.2.77

Kent II ’

1 Brown

IM Pickett

JA Dodgson

JD Wager

RW O'Brien
AJ Smith

GM Brown

MJ Pitt

DLL Springate
E Liberman
SG James

SD Brown

DE Rudford
CA Frostick

P Barkas(def)
WG Belcher

TP Baldwin
AJ Sherriff
DJ Brown

CM Brown

/

16.4.77
Beds. I

RS Jones

P Habershon
0 Garwood

N Wingfield
SP Brocklesby
N Staddon

P Hatton

B Hirst

HG Ditmas

H Inghanm

L Hansford

D D'Cruz

P Brocklesby
B Hayden

PS Gill

S Thomas

J McLoughlin
J Potter

J Walker

H Jeffs

A AONA O AN ANRO A0 AN 0 D

l

b

AN A OO0 000D ONLANO OMRD AN S

9.

MONTAGUE~JONES MATCH

at SOUTHGATE

Herts, II
AG Burrows
KL Woodland
RJ Thompson
TA Sinkinson
RF Goodall
SR Cepsey

M Krawczynski
HM Lawrance
A Simpson

C Lean

M Sutton

P Bonafont
RW Bauld

B Drury

B Fewell

K Mahon

WP Pfeil

0 Stobart

D Witt

JG Jones

5.3.77

Sussex IT

R Newman

ML Roberts

C Cropp

R Williamson
P Carey

FJ Kwiathowski

AB Bamnford
JC Whiteman
IG Kelly

JJ Soesan

P Watson

JP Munday

B Loughrey
RH Saunders
R Hill

DJ Opie

IK Hardwick
AM Jenkins
TJ Brown

S Riordan

N0 O AOMOOONACANAAO0 A AN

103



10.

Herts. League Divisions 1-4  1975/76

Following the previous year's record entry of 39 teams, the entry of only
26 teams reflected the withdrawal of all Hemel Hempstead and Berkhamsted teams,
and the reduced entries from Watford and Hilltop. The competition thus comprised
three divisions each of 7 teams, as in the previous year, with 5 teams making
up a fourth dividion.

In each of the top 3 divisions, the eventual winner emerged early on and
won by a convincing margin, whereas fierce relegation struggles persisted to
the very end of the season.

Stevenage won the Puller Cup for the second year running, this time out-
classing the opposition with 10 victories out of 12 matches, Last year's
Division 2 champions, Hoddesdon, fared less well, eventually losing a 3-ccornered
relegation battle with St.Albans II and Letchworth & Baldock I1I.

In Division 2, Watford at last achieved promotion back to the top grade,
winning the Montague Jones' Board. Only Stevenage II managed to interrupt
their progress. Hertford followed up their promotion last year with a season
in which they lost only to Watford., Unfortunately, owing to a mix-up of dates,
they defaulted against Welwyn. This not only left Watford clear at the top
but proved fatal to Stevenage.IIl who were thus relegated in place of Welwym.

~ St.Albans had mixed fortunes in Division 3, their third team being clear
winners while the fourth team, promoted last year, just failed to avold
relegation after a catastrophic start.

Barnet, with a young side, entered Division 4 after a long absence but after
looking winners for most of the season, were pipped at the post by Hertford II,
Sympathy for Letchworth & Baldock V who lost all their matches must be tempered
by their default of two matches without notice.

Herts. League Divisionsg 1-4 1976/77

This year Barnet and 01d Elizabethans decided not to enter teams while
Bishops Stortford II sought local pastures in Essex. The Committee decided,
therefore, to reduce the size of the diwvisions to 6 teams. This also met
increasing criticism that too many fixtures interfered with other Club activities.

It was decided to place Letchworth & Baldock II, who finished sixth in
Division 1 last year, in Division 2 with Hoddesdon, and allow the promotion of
Watford. Bishops Stortford were placed in Division 3 with Stevenage III while
St.Albans ITI forfeited their promotion to Division 2 and Watford II Joined St.

“Albans IV in Division 4. While L & B II felt somewhat aggrieved, having been

unable to arrange their last match of the season, and not claiming it, feeling
safe from relegation, the solution adopted seemed best overall,

Tor the first time in several years, the Puller Cup left Stevenage and was
won by the much improved and expanding Letchworth & Baldock, although not with-
out strong resistance from Stevenage. Hilltop's registance was not so strong,
however, and they were relegated having had the worst of the two decisive
matches with Watford. St.Albans II played more steadily than their erratic
first team and pipped them for third place.

In divisicn 2, Hilltop II did nct suffer the team selection problems of
their first team and, after a quiet start, overhauled Stevenage II and held off
a late challenge from Letchworth & Baldock II. After their promising start in
Division 2 last year, Hertford failed to win o match this tim¢ and are relegated.

Letshworth & Baldock confirmed their ascendancy when their third team out-
lasted St.Albans III and Bishops Stortford to win Division 3., However, in
their lost mateh, at home and with a full teanm, they lest to Hertford IT, the
pottom team. This extraordinary reversal of fortune enabled Heriford II to
avoid the fate of their first team and sent Stevenage to Division 4, a second
successive relegation.

St.Albans IV, relegated last year, outclassed the the opposition in
Division 4 to return whence they came.

E.S. Judge
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