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EDITORTIAL

This is the first issue of the Hertfordshire Chess
Association magazine to appear since September 1970. It is
not intended to rake up the past and dwell on the reasons

for such a long space of time elapsing since the last edition.

It is mentioned more as an excuse for the many changes in
approach that it has been seen fit to make, with that apologia
the Hertfordshire Chess Association magazine for 1972 is

presented to the Hertfordshire Chess Association members,




During August of this year a Herts Chess Association member,
I, Anthony Burrows, had the privilege of witnessing the tenth,
eleventh and twelfth games of the World Championship match between
Robert J. Fischer of the United States of America and Boris Spassky
< of the U.S.S.R. This is his report direct from Reykjavik,

AS I SAID TO BOBBY.cse

"Please do not duck and run the four yards from your car to
the side door of the hall - my film just shows the backs of
policemen's heads,"

"I had rather you did not slouch around - look at Spassky's
fine military bearing."

"For heaven's sake do not be so uncouth - you‘drink from a
glass as though it were a bottlel"

As Bobby said when seen in the town and asked for his autograph,
"No autographs! NO autographsii"

Before I left for Iceland, I anticipated difficulty in
obtaining not just autographs but tickets for the three games 1 saw,
but this was not a problem, Nobody was turned away from the hall,
which was never completely full, and sometimes only one quarter full,
although just two-thirds of the size of the Stevenage Mecca.

An immediately noticezble feature in the playing hall was the
= cinema screen above the brightly 1lit stage at the centre of which
Fischer and Spassky sat, with referees at one side of the stage.
On a wall facing the audience was a2 neon sign which was unlit when
I first entered and seemed to say "SPBGNCE", I thought perhaps it
meant, "You may smoke", or, "No smoking", The mystery ended when
noises occurred and the sign lit up to read, "SILENCE", and then
"PBGN", the Icelandic equivalent. On to the screen was projected
the position, the move-number, and the times on the players' clocks,
Alteration of the position on the screen occurred while the screen
was momentarily blacked out, however sometimes the blacking out was
not synchronized with the alteration, For example, when the
contestants moved gquickly, arms and hands then appeared on the
screen and the audience tittered. PBGN,

There was no real need to enter the playing hall itself,
because of the closed circuit television everywhere - in the café,

the comment room, the postal room, etc. I found it to be highly
dangerous to open a pocket chess set in the cafe since everyone
gathered around expecting that I was a Grand-master, As it

happened, most of the people at the hall, were not good chess-
% players, the majority being considerably worse Chans i

Most chess-players there, Germans, Icelanders, Americans,
French, ete,, wanted Fischer to win but strongly disliked him as a
person, The Icelanders are very keen, even a policeman on duty
sneaked into hall to watch the mateh and most shops had chess
themes in their displays.

Practically everyone speaks English - many public signs in
Tceland are in English and Icelandic.




As a country, Iceland has unusual features, The roads outside
Reykjavik are mainly single-line dirt tracks through treeless,
barren, countryside, the most popular vehicles being land-rovers,
Prices are practically double those in Britain, There are two
television systems; Iceland television which is American and
British material with Icelandic subtitles, and the U,S, Forces
television which is somewhat similar material with no subtitles,
Iceland television broadcasts every day except Thursdays, of all
days! While I was there, the Forces station showed a film with
eighteenth century West-Indian pirates as goodies and English
soldiers as baddies, Absolute cheek! Fortunately, my landlady
could not quite understand what was going on and I thought it better
not to explain,

It was an education to try to work out the next move while
waiting for them to be made, In the tenth game Spassky made the
awful move 25, ,.. QxP, which even I had already discounted,

When Fischer won this game there was polite applause including some
from me, When Spassky won the eleventh game in which he trapped
Fischer's queen the applause was rapturous, with shouting, cheering,
and stamping, and of course, polite applause from me, Naturally,
Fischer was very unpopular then for playing on in a hopeless
position in that game. (Fischer's playing on appears to be further
evidence of the psychological nature of this contest, Apparently
he was unwilling to resign whilst Spessky was present on the stage.
- Editor,)

The best-liked person at the match was Bent Larsen, the
Danish Grand-master, who was very modest and witty. His occasional
commentaries in the comment room on the games as they progressed
were a sheer delight even if his ideas as to future moves were often
wrong, particularly as to Fischer's, Swedish television filmed his
commentary to us during the resumption of the twelfth game where the
adjourned position was a clearish draw requiring a little analysis.
While waiting for moves to be made he told us the story of his
meeting Father Lombardy, Fischer's second, that morning. The story
illustrates the contestants' extreme efforts to give nothing away.
Lersen said to Lombardy, who, on a difficult adjournment would have
been up all night, "You do not look at all tired.," Lombardy
replied "Studying adjourned games never tires me!"

Larsen appealed for questions for him to answer for Swedish
television, An American, unknown to me, asked him about the
eleventh game, Larsen replied and then introduced the American as
the International Master, Dr. Saidy, a qualified doctor of medicine
who was with him in Iceland and Fischer in America, and was happy
to provide the F.I.D.E. authorities with a medical certificate
excusing Fischer's non-appearance in Iceland at the start of the
match, Larsen then said "Does anyone have any questions for Dr,
Saidy? Perhaps you would like to ask Dr, Saidy about Fischer's
health," whereupon the doctor fled from the room red-faced,
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As can be seen from the tournament cross-table above this was
one of the decisive games in the Capel Cup.
year's Champion was severely beaten by one of his nearest rivals,

The notes are by the winner,

Capel Cup Round I.
18th November 1971.
Opening: Alekhines Defence.

White: P.V. Byway

1. P - K4 N - KB3
2. N - QB3 P - Q4
D SR ¥ NxP
L, B - B4 B - K3
5% Q - B3 P - QB3
6., KN - K2 N - B2
7. BxB N x3B
8, P - Q4 N x P?

Accepting the pawn in this
type of position is a
standard error, After his
passive handling of the

open black can hardly afford
the loss of time.

9. NxN Qx N
10, B - K3 Q - QB5
M1, 0-0-0; P - K4

12. KR - K1?

Much too superficial,

Black is lost already due

to his enormous lag in
development, but the correct
plan was 12, Q-N3! and

13, P-B4! to break through
the centre,

12' ces e N—QZ
13, B - N5 P - B3

8
T.B, Bennett, last
Black T.B. Bennett
1%, Q - B5 0-0-0
15. R - K4
Having failed to trap the
black king in the centre
white turns his attention
to its new home,
15. eoe e Q_N1
16, B - K3 P - KN3
17. Q - B3 Q - K3
18. B x P P - KBL4
19, R - QR4 B - N2
20, Q - K3 P - R4
The last move before
adjournment and a piece
of pure psychology.
Black thought only of 21,
K-N1 and after the
unexpected sealed move
collapsed rapidly.
21, B - N6! QR - K1
Relatively best was
21. ... NxB 22, RxRch KxR,
Not 215 o 5. B=ROT
22, R-R8ch N-M
23, RxRch RxR 24, QxB
22, R - R8ch N-M
230 Q “B5! B"B1
2,, N - N5! Q x P
25. R xQ Resigns




INDIVIDUAL MINOR TROPHY (BURN CUP) 1971 - 1972

Preliminary Round

D.H. Barham w.o. H. Foster withdrew; W.J. Battell O E.J. Leyns 1;
J.P. Covington 1 R.S. Thom O; S. Joyce + R.F. Riley % (Riley withdrew)
T.L. Faulkner, R. Talbot, R.J.S. Robinson, and R,W. Aggett had a bye.

Quarter-Finals

R.W, Aggett O D.H, Barham 1; R, Talbot 1 E.,J. Leyns O;
J.P. Covington 1 R.J,S. Robinson 0; T,L, Faulkner & S. Joyce %3
(Replay): S, Joyce 0 T,L, Faulkner 1.

Semi-Finals

D.H, Barham & R. Talbot %; (Replay): R, Talbot 1 D.H. Barham Oj
J.P., Covington 1 T.,L. Faulkner O.

Final

R, Talbot O J.P. Covington 1,

KNOCKOUT TOURNAMENT

Round T

Welwyn Garden City I bt, Hoddesdon 3% - 2%

St. Albans lost to Hemel Hempstead as they played an unregistered
player.

01d Elizabethans lost to Berkhamsted as they played an unregistered
player.

Bishop's Stortford bt, Barnet by default.

Stevenage, Hilltop, Letchworth, and Watford all had byes.

Round IT

Welwyn Garden City bt. Stevenage L% - 1%

Hemel Hempstead lost to Watford 1 -5

Berkhamsted bt, Hilltop 3 - 3 on board count
Bishop's Stortford bt. Letchworth by default.

Round III

Berkhamsted lost to Watford 2% - 3%
Bishop's Stortford lost to Welwyn Garden City 2% - 3%

Round IV
Welwyn Garden City bt, Watford W - 1%

Tt is said that virtue brings its own reward, this was
certainly true of the eventual winners of the knockout tournament ,
Welwyn Garden City, who by the third round were the only team not
to be favoured by such things as byes, or gratuitous wins through
the opposing side playing an unregistered player or failing to
turn up at alll It is sad to reflect that Bishop's Stortford
reached the third round of this competition without touching a
piece, white, black, or otherwise!

The faults of the tournament which have been listed above
always seem to occur in some way in a knockout tournament, Even
the most ardent supporter of the Welwyn Garden City and Watford
clubs respectively, would never dare to suggest that the competition
produced or required the best of either team's abilities.(Editor).




