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AFFILIATED CLUBS
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AFFILIATED CLUBS (Cont'd.)
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The Future of Chess in Hertfordshire

Many Hertfordshire players limit their chess to playing year after year in the
same team for the same club in the same competition against similar players
from other clubs. An insufficient number of players enter our annual congress
despite much publicity for the event, and few enter for the Capel and Burn cup
individual chempionships. Tt is also rare for Herts. players to taeke part in
BCF or other ‘'outside' events.

Is this general shortage of keen competitive chess in the County the reason for
the disappointing results achieved when our players meet those of rther Counties
in SCCU or other events? There also seems to be a general lack of enthusiasm
for undertaking club and County administrative positions which contributes to
this stagnation in terms of gquality and gquantity of registered players.

Are we happy that in Hertferdshire the ratio of competitive chess players to
population is decreasing? This will not change unless all clubs demonstrate
marked enthusiasm in recruiting new members which can only be achieved by more
active participation in County and cutside competitions on a team and individual
basis.

If you have ideas for the future development of chess in the County, please

write to the Hon. Secretary. A sub-committee of the Officers of the Association
has been formed to review our rules including competitions. This committee will
be meeting in the Spring and all suggestions will be warmly welcomed. Here are
a few thoughts which might be worthy of consideration.

1. The County to award improved prizes for the winners and runners up of the
Capel and Burn cups.

2. The Puller and Montague Jones competitions to be run on a league basis with
a promotion and relegation system or for new team competitions to be
organised in substitution or in addition to existing events.

3, Home and Away fixtures to be played in the Puller and Montague Jones
competitions in the same season.

4. The rate of moving in the Puller and Montague Jcnes competitions be increased
to achieve a higher proportion of games played to a finish or these games to
be played over two evenings to increase the number nf completed games.

5, New individual tournaments to be organised on a Swiss basis either in
addition to or instead of the Capel and Burn cup competitions.

6. A presentation to be made to the club with the most sucecessful entries to
the Annual Congress.

7. TEach club in the County to establish regular contact with the local schools
in its area in collsboration with the County Junior Secretaries and the
County Match Captain. A list of the affiliated schools is shown overleaf.

8. Should the County make an annual presentaticn to the most successful school?

9. Should the County make annual presentations to the most promising players
in junior and school age groups?

10, School and College teams to be allowed and encouraged to enter the various
competitions.

11. One of our competitions which is currently proving successful is the annual
team tournament. Should this type of tournement be extended or repeated
more often, perhaps in different centres of the county?
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The Future of Chess in Hertfordshire - (cont'd.)

12. Is there a demand for simultaneous or other exhibitions by masters?

13. Would clubs like regular training sessions to be organised a) for promising
young players or b) for all players ?

AFFIT.TATED SCHOOLS

Alleyne's Grammar School, Stevenage.
The Ashmole School, Burleigh Gardens, Southgate, London, N.14.
Bennetts BEnd Secondary School, Hemel Hempstead.

Broxbourne Grammar School, High Road, Broxbourne.

|
Campions Secondary School, Stapleton Road, Boreham Wood.
Cheshunt Grammar School, Windmill Lane, Cheshunt.
Corner Hall Secondary Boys' School, Crabtree Lane, Hemel Hempstead.
Bast Barnet Grammar School, Chestnut Grove, East Barnet.
| Hatfield School, College Lane, Hatfield. -
| The Heathcote School, Shephall ILane, Stevenage.
The Grammar School, Hertford.
| Hitchin Boys'! Grammar Scheool, Hitchin.
The Grammar School, Ietchworth.
| Onslow School, Hatfield.
i Queen Elizabeth's School, Queen's Road, Barnet.
i Rickmansworth Grammar School, Scots Hill, Rickmansworth.
| The Grammar School for Boys, Brampton Road, St. Albans.
The St. Albans School, Abbey Gateway, St. Albans.
St. Audrey's School, Travellers Lane, Hatfield.
Watford Grammar School, Rickmansworth Road, Watford.

Welwyn Garden City Grammar School, Lemsford Lane, Welwyn Garden City.
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COUNTY COMPETITIONS

Puller Cup 1966-7 \ Montague-Jones Board 1966-7

(present scores and

matches playe d) Eastern Western

St. Albans 3 é}% I.C.7. Stevenage 2 (23 Berkhamsted v L éh.g
Welwyn G. City L (5 Hoddesdon 2 (3 Bennetts Endv 1 (2
Stevenage 2 (3) Welwyn G. City 2 (3) Black Knights¥ 0 (0)
Hilltop 13 Eu) Bishops Stortford 2 (L) St. Albensv 0 (0
Hoddesdon 1% (5 Letchworth and Watford ¥ 0 (1
Dacorum 1 (3; Baldock 1 (2) Welwyn G.C.Y O (1
Bishops Stortford O (1) Provident Mutual 1 (3) Chaulden V 0 (2)
Watford 0 Ez) Stevenags o (0)

0. Elizabethans 0 (2) Hilltop 0 (3)

Both St. Albans and Welwyn Garden City are setting a hot pace in the
Puller cup. St. Albans have won all their games to date including a narrow
win (3% to 2%) over Welwyn Garden. A possible key to the Championship depends
on the outcome of the St. Albans v. Stevenage match.
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Capel Cup (County Championship) 1966-7 26 entries.

The following have reached Round 3: G.J. Coleman (holder)
J.A.C. Borland, C.R. Orchard.

The following ties are being played in Round 2:
Miss D.M. Dobson v. T.B. Bennett, A. Collman v. J. Clark,
N.H.S. Lavers v. M.R. Whall, M, Grabiner v. J. Udris; C.J. Cole
will play the winner of the Round 1 tie between P.A.J. Brown and
T.K. Hemingway.
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Burn Cup 1966-7 22 entries.

Round 2 ties being played: E.J. Leyns v. J.M. Smith, Miss D.M. Dobson
v. M.R. Whall, S.0. Gaught v. D. Picton, D. Derrick v. N.D. Lempin,
A.G. Burrows v. L.R. Ainsworth, J. Smailes v. K. Gregory.

J.A.C. Borland has beaten J.C. Maynard in this round; A. Simm is
waiting to play the winner of the Round 1 tie between M. Grabiner
and C.J. Cole.




MATCH CAPTAIN

At the beginning of the season Mr. S.T. Berry found it necessary to
resign from the office of Match Captain, giving up a position which he has
held with ability and distinction for some six years. He has just retired
also from the managership of the Prudential Office at Hemel Hempstead, and
his impending return to his native Hastings will mean a serious loss to chess )
both in the County and in the Watford Club. He has been in chess administration
for almost 50 years, since his headmaster at St. Leonard's Collegiate School
co-opted him to assist with the organisation of juniar chess in BEast Sussex.
He is one of the Hastings Chess Club's longest standing members, and has taken
a County team from Hertfordshire down to play them annually for the last 14
years. Before coming to Hertfordshire he was at Uxbridge, where he started
a club for the town (now merged with Hayes). One of the attractions of chess,
he says, is its permanence; it will last a lifetime, and he is grateful for
the wide network of acquaintances it has brought him. He is, of course, no
mean player himself, although this has inevitably been overshadowed by his
activities as match captain. We print an early example of his style.

His successor in the office will be Mr. F.B. Roberts.

White: S.T. Berry (Bast Sussex), Black: F.R. Smith (West Sussex) Q.G.D.

1. P-Q4 P-QL 6. P-K3 P-QKt3 11. 0-0 B~-Kt2 16. Q-R5 P-Kt3
2. P-gB4 P-K3 7. PxP KtxP 12. R-B1 R-K1 17. BxP resigns
3. Kt-QB3 Kt-KB3 8. KixKt PxKt 13. Kt-K5  KtxKt

L. Kt-B3 QKt-Q2 9. B-KB4 0-0 1. BxKt PR

5. B=-Ktb  B-K2 10. B-Q3 P-QB4 15. R-BY B-QB1
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NEWS FROM ABROAD

Two of the County's younger players have been representing their
countries abroad in international tournaments. D.N.L. Levy, who is studying
mathematics at St. Andrew's University, represented Scotland for the second
year in the World Students Olympiad, held at Orebro in Sweden; Miss D.M.
Dobson played in the Women's Olympiad at Oberhausen in Germany as reserve
for England to Mrs. Bruce and Miss Sunnucks (teams of two). We show them
both in action below, coping in each case with a Sicilian.

R.A. Riley, the County's Grader until last season, has now settled in
Buffalo, U.S.A., but too recently to have made his mark yet in the chess world.
R.F. Griffiths, who was Hon. Secretary of the Barmet Association until he took
a job in Rhodesia six years ago, was a surprise winner of this year!s South
African Open Championship soon after moving to Johannesburg -- ahead of all
the fancied competitors including those already nominated for Havana.
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